
 

 - 17 - 

STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD REMOTELY VIA THE ZOOM VIRTUAL MEETING PLATFORM, 

ON WEDNESDAY 22ND JULY 2020, 

COMMENCING AT 7.00 p.m. 

 
Present:  Mrs A Worthington-Leese in the Chair, Mr J Davis, Mr B Dent, Mr R Evea, Mr A 

Head, Mr R Hurley, Mr P Oakham & Mrs L Wheatley. 

 

Also Present: District Councillor Ray Dawe  

County Councillor Paul Marshall 

  7 Members of the Public 

 
 

21. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Were received from Miss Brown, Mr Jerman and Mrs 

Kittle (Prior engagements) The reasons for absence were duly ACCEPTED. 

 

MEMBERS NOT PRESENT.  Mrs B Gilligan, Mr M Johnson 

   

22.  TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS.  Mr Oakham 

declared an interest in agenda item 8 as he is a close neighbour of the complainants. 

 

23. TO APPROVE AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL 

MEETING HELD ON THE 24TH JUNE 2020.  Mrs Wheatley referred to the revisions 

suggested by the complainants regarding item 7 on the agenda (minute no. 8).  Whilst she 

acknowledged receipt of the complainants’ version of the discussion that took place, Mrs 

Wheatley noted that the minutes are the Clerk’s record of the meeting and in her opinion, the 

draft minutes offered a balanced description of the events that took place. The Minutes were 

duly AGREED to be a correct record of the proceedings thereat and were duly signed by the 

Chairman.   

 

The Complainants commented that the minute in question was overstated and inaccurate. 

 

24. CLERK’S UPDATE. 

 

(a) Planning and Development Committee Meeting – Thursday 9th July. The Clerk 

reported that these minutes would be put before the Parish Council for approval at the 

next Full Council meeting.  In the meantime, Mrs Worthington-Leese referred to item 7 

(a) reporting that a strong objection had been submitted by the Committee against the 

outline application for demolition of the Chantry Lane Industrial Estate and erection of 

98 residential units (all matters reserved except access). 

 

Mrs Worthington-Leese also reported that the application for a further 2 gypsy pitches at 

Fryern Park Farm had recently been refused by HDC’s Planning Committee despite the 

Planning Officer’s recommendation that it be approved.  Cllr. Dawe commented that this 

particular application will likely go to appeal. 
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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 Parish Council Meeting 

22nd July 2020 

 

DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS. 

 

25. COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS.   County Councillor Marshall referred to agenda items 

7 & 8 and indicated that he would be taking part in the discussions.  

 

(a) Covid-19.  Cllr. Marshall reported that the Government had devolved powers to local 

authorities to set out Outbreak plans to deal with the pandemic at a local level.  The 

major challenge facing WSCC was the potential gap in the budget of up to £29 million 

including lost income from Council Tax and WSCC will shortly be making data 

available on its website about what is being done within the County to identify and deal 

with risk areas. 

 

(b) Steyning Grammar School.  Mr Evea enquired about the progress of SGS becoming an 

Academy under the Bohunt Group banner and referred to issues being faced by parents 

regarding uniform purchases etc.  Noting the catchment numbers, he enquired about land 

ownership and whether there might be an opportunity to bid for a secondary school in the 

local area.  Cllr. Marshall reported that Local Authorities do not have the power to open 

new schools and that only free schools and academies can be considered. He agreed that 

there may be potential to approach an academy body about the possibility of introducing 

a school to the area and when Mr Evea suggested that WSCC rejected that course of 

action previously when SGS was taking on the Rydon facility, Cllr Marshall commented 

that it would not have been in WSCC’s remit to do so and this decision would have been 

taken by the Regional Schools Commission. 

 

26. DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS. 

 

(a) Covid-19. Following Cllr. Marshall’s report, District Councillor Dawe reported that 

HDC was facing a budget deficit of £5-6 million as a result of the pandemic and to put 

this figure into perspective he highlighted that 1% of the total Council Tax income 

amounted to £80,000.  As HDC’s usual income from town parking is approximately £2 

million, the decision to suspend parking charges during the lockdown period had a 

significant effect on the budget. 

 

(b) Climate Action.  Cllr. Dawe reported that he had just finished a meeting about green 

issues where discussions had taken place around the provision of electric vehicle 

charging points and improvements to home insulation.  He commented on the need for 

improved cycle routes but had been surprised to find out that only 2% of the district’s 

residents cycle to work.  With limited public transport available, use of private vehicles 

is a common way of commuting so an increase in charging points is important to offer 

people a viable option of purchasing an electric vehicle. 

 

(c) Unitary Authorities.  Cllr. Dawe referred to a white paper due to be published on this 

subject in September.  He commented that there is a lot of speculation at the moment 

about the Government’s plans to push for more unitary authorities so will be watching 

with interest to see how this matter evolves. 
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(d) Local Plan Review.  Members heard that HDC had made a request to Government for 

an extension to the date for the Local Plan review, currently November.  The pandemic 

had resulted in lost time and there had been a lack of communications from statutory 

consultees.  Cllr Dawe warned that if the request for the delay is refused, HDC will find 

itself without a 5-year land supply and will have an increase of 150 more homes per year 

imposed upon them. 

 

27. COMMUNITY HIGHWAYS SCHEME – JUNCTION OF WEST STREET, 

MONASTERY LANE, AMBERLEY ROAD AND PULBOROUGH ROAD. Mrs 

Worthington-Leese reported that she and District Cllr. Dawe had met with WSCC’s 

Highways Manager to assess the feasibility of making improvements to this junction.  Whilst 

the Highways Manager indicated that some modest improvements might be made, he pointed 

out that the layout of the junction had to allow for HGVs to turn in and out at every point and 

this would affect the potential to make significant changes. Cllr. Marshall had discussed the 

situation with the Highways Manager and said that one problem was that there had been no 

reported accidents on the roundabout to support the claims that it was dangerous. However, 

he was in agreement that the situation would only get worse as the Glebe development was 

completing and more people would be visiting the surgery.  The Clerk reported that she had 

received in excess of 100 messages supporting the proposal and it was AGREED.  

  

That an application would be submitted calling for the roundabout to be raised and 

moved slightly north, improved signage on West Street warning of the Monastery 

Lane junction, realignment of the island on West Street, and an extension to the 

pavement at Monastery Lane / Amberley Road to facilitate bringing forward the 

junction which would provide better sight of traffic travelling from West Street. 

 

 

28. SANDGATE PARK – TO CONSIDER APPLYING FOR AN ACCELERATED 

TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDER TO INSTALL DOUBLE YELLOW LINES ON 

WATER LANE.  Members were reminded that HDC had been in contact with Cemex to 

discuss the potential for off road-parking inside the entrance of Sandgate Park to 

accommodate the increased number of visitors to the area and alleviate the problems of 

parking on Water Lane.  HDC’s Parks and Countryside Manager had however, indicated that 

whilst this might be a long-term possibility, his opinion was that the best solution would be 

to apply for a TRO to install double yellow lines at the entrance to the park and a reduction 

in the speed limit.  He had provided details of an accelerated application which could be 

processed within 6 months however, this would involve an initial application fee of £7,418 

and then the actual cost of implementing the scheme.     

 

 Part of the process to apply for this TRO requires support from the public and it was pointed 

out that implementation of yellow lines might only push the parking problem onto nearby 

roads where the residents would likely object to the proposals.  Councillors also commented 

about the lack of enforcement in other areas of the parish where yellow lines are in place and 

could therefore not agree that this would solve the problem.   
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 Whilst there had been no discussion about who would fund the scheme, it was considered 

that any monies would be better spent on the off-road car park and Members therefore 

requested that HDC and WSCC continue to pursue this option with Cemex with a view to all 

parties making a contribution to bring the project forward.  Cllr Dawe agreed to follow this 

up at HDC and arrange a site meeting involving all parties.  In the meantime, it was 

DECIDED: 

 

Not to apply for the TRO to install double yellow lines at this stage and to await a 

meeting with all parties to pursue the installation of off-road parking.  In the 

meantime, Cllr Hurley and the Chair of Sandgate Lane Residents’ Association will 

liaise with WSCC about the possibility of installing temporary bollards at the 

junction of Water Lane to improve sightlines for those leaving Sandgate Lane. 

 

 

Mrs Worthington-Leese asked Mrs Wheatley to lead on the following matter as Chairman of the 

Recreation and Property Committee. 

 

29. HORMARE FIELD – UPDATE ON REPLACEMENT OF BALL WALL PANELS 

AND ANTI – SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR. Following the last meeting, the Clerk had ordered 

some samples of materials to replace the panels but unfortunately due to the pandemic, there 

were delays in manufacturing these.  The Clerk would arrange a site meeting to view the 

samples as soon as they arrive. 

 

 Turning to the matter of anti-social behaviour, the Clerk had been in contact with a number 

of residents local to the field to enquire whether there had been any improvement in the 

situation since the government’s lock down restrictions had been eased.  In general, the 

feedback from these residents and the Wardens was that whilst there had been a marked 

reduction in the number of incidents, the issues had not disappeared and litter was still being 

left on the field.   

 

  Councillors were provided with a report from the original complainants (in attendance) 

detailing a variety of activities taking place on the recreation ground and whilst it was clear 

that some of the behaviour described was causing disturbance, Members commented that 

much of the report was about things that would normally take place on a recreation ground.   

 

 The complainants were extremely distressed and dissatisfied with the situation and a heated 

discussion ensued regarding the Parish Council’s responsibilities in dealing with anti-social 

behaviour, rubbish being left by users of the field and reports of trespass by people 

recovering their balls from private properties.  After a period, Mrs Wheatley brought the 

discussion to a close noting that rubbish collection would continue to take place daily and the 

Wardens would be asked to keep up their patrols and encourage local residents to report 

incidents via the correct channels as they occur.  
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30. ADUR COMMUNITY LEISURE / IMPULSE LEISURE STORRINGTON – 

UPDATE.  Members were saddened by the recent news that Adur Community Leisure 

had appointed an Insolvency Company and a variety of options were being considered 

with regard to the future of the Storrington facility.  As landlords, the Parish Council had 

been approached by the Administrators and had agreed that the assets and contents 

should remain in situ whilst efforts to find a buyer to take on all of ACL’s facilities as a 

going concern, were underway.  Whilst the Administrators had indicated that a number 

of parties had shown interest, some of the Trustees of ACL had approached HDC and the 

Parish Council with a business plan to take over the management of the Storrington 

Centre on its own and it was hoped that a meeting to discuss this plan would be arranged 

soon. 

 

Mrs Worthington-Leese asked Mr Evea to lead on the following two matters as Chairman of the 

Infrastructure, Communications and Environment Committee 

 

 

31. PARISH COUNCIL NEWSLETTER – TO CONSIDER CONTENT FOR NEXT 

EDITION AND MEANS OF DISTRIBUTION.  Members had been provided with a draft 

copy of the next newsletter and with suggestions for additional articles, it was estimated that 

this time the document would run to four pages. The Clerk had ascertained that the cost of 

delivery to all homes in the Parish would vary between 8p and 11p per household (3,300) as 

part of a shared delivery and between 20p and 27p if delivered as an individual item.  Three 

companies had been approached for these costings and two of them could guarantee an 

individual delivery in the very near future.  The cost to print a 4-page publication would be 

£330.00 plus VAT.   

 

The Parish Council had been contacted by a local resident to question whether the 

expenditure associated with producing the newsletter could be justified and Members were 

asked to consider whether the worst-case scenario cost of 27p per household, per issue was a 

reasonable amount to spend for an initial period whilst many public buildings are closed due 

to Covid-19 restrictions. Residents would be encouraged however to sign up to receive 

future editions by electronic means with copies being made available in various locations 

around the village for those wishing to collect a hard copy. It was proposed that for elderly 

residents not able to access electronic or hard copies around the village, they could request 

that a copy be delivered to their home. The matter was put to a vote: 7 in favour of individual 

distribution and 1 in favour of shared distribution. It was therefore AGREED. 

 

  To produce the newsletter and arrange for individual delivery during August. 

 

32. VILLAGE FLAGPOLE – TO CONSIDER QUOTATION FOR INSTALLATION OF 

A FLAGPOLE ON THE HIGH STREET.  Members were reminded that the Clerk had 

approached WSCC regarding permission to install a flagpole in the High Street some time 

ago and a licence had now been agreed.  The following quotations had been received in 2018 

with up to date revisions where stated. 
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 South Coast Flags - Cost to supply and install a 6m flagpole (updated July 2020)  

   £1,159.00    

 

Piggott’s Flags and Branding – Cost to supply and install a 6m flagpole (updated price 

requested) £1,490.00 

 

 Harrisons – Cost to supply and install a 6m flagpole (Company does not carry out any 

preparatory ground works or finishing - updated July 2020) - £1,045.14 

   

 The matter was discussed, and it was generally felt that the installation of the flagpole would 

be a benefit to the Village, allowing certain calendar dates and village events to be promoted. 

It was therefore AGREED.  

 

To ACCEPT the quotation from South Coast Flags to supply and install a 6m 

flagpole at a cost of £1,159.00 

 

 

33. COVID-19. 

 

(a) High Street and Shopping Areas – Business Resumption.  The Clerk had contacted Mrs 

Sadler, the Chair of the Business Owners Club, to ask about how local traders were 

managing since re-opening. However, Mrs Sadler had been tied up with opening her own 

business and other matters so had not been able to reply.  One Member of the group had 

however reported that whilst footfall was relatively low, people were tending to make 

fewer trips and therefore purchasing more.  Enquiries had been made about HDC’s plan 

to erect flags in the village to encourage local shopping and the Clerk would follow this 

up. It was noted that there are large signs in other villages and that parking concessions 

were being made but it was recognised as discussed earlier that HDC’s finances had been 

significantly affected by the suspension of charges implemented during the lockdown 

period.  The Clerk hoped to meet with Mrs Sadler and HDC’s Local Economy Officer 

shortly.  

 

 

(b) Parish Hall – To consider procedure for re-opening of facilities when Government 

regulations allow.  Members were reminded that up until now, the Parish Hall and 

meeting rooms had been closed to all hirers apart from the Pre-school.  It was noted that 

current government advice suggested that indoor activities should only involve a 

maximum of 6 people from two households unless the premises could be deemed Covid 

secure. The matter was discussed, and it was AGREED. 

 

That the Parish Hall would remain closed to hirers until the end of August when 

the situation would be reviewed in line with Government Guidance. 
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Portsmouth Football Club – to consider request by Pompey in the Community to hold 

Summer Holiday Football Camps.  Members had received a copy of the guidelines 

produced by Pompey in the Community to safely facilitate the holiday clubs.  It was 

noted that groups would be kept apart in “Bubbles” and track and trace procedures would 

be in place. The changing rooms would only be used for toilet facilities and it was 

suggested the Pompey should follow the government advice about the safe use of toilets 

inside premises.  The Clerk would send these to Pompey requesting that they incorporate 

these measures.  With this proviso it was AGREED. 

 

That Pompey in the Community would be authorised to hold Summer Holiday 

Football Camps on 13th, 14th, 27th and 28th August. 

 

 

(c) To consider request from the Fun Fair to visit the Hormare Field.  The organiser of the 

Fun Fair had been in contact to request use of the field from 10th August until 17th with 

the fair operating on 14th-16th.  Following Government advice, the Fair had opened on 4th 

July and had been operating in Southampton and would be visiting North Lancing in the 

next few days.  Members had been provided with the guidelines being set out for safe 

operation of fun fairs, but concerns were raised with regard to track and trace processes 

and social distancing measures.  It was noted that the local community is made up of a 

relatively high percentage of elderly / vulnerable people and Members are conscious of 

the potential for visitors to the fair becoming exposed and passing on the virus to this 

sector of the community. It was therefore DECIDED. 

 

That the Fun Fair’s request to visit should be declined on this occasion. 

 

(d) Storrington Christmas Night 2020 – To consider whether to make plans for this event.  

Members were advised that, under normal circumstances, plans to hold the Christmas 

night would need to commence shortly. However, in light of the potential for a second 

spike to happen during the winter, questions had been raised about whether the event 

could be held safely.  Members considered that this type of event would be a welcome 

distraction for the community and should circumstances allow, it should go ahead in 

some format whilst adhering to all relevant guidance.  It was suggested that the Clerk 

should make contact with the Business Owners to see how a scaled down event might be 

planned for, but should a second spike occur then it would obviously need to be 

cancelled.  This was AGREED. 

 

 

(e) Rotary Club – Proposals for use of Hormare Field for Boot Fair / Community event 

including use of the Pavilion toilets.  The Parish Council had previously demonstrated its 

support for plans to hold a boot fair on the Hormare Field and had now been approached 

to consider opening the football pavilion’s toilet facilities for attendees.  The organisers 

had indicated that a risk assessment and management plan would be drawn up and it was 

suggested that these should be presented to the Parish Council for consideration before 

deciding whether the facilities can be kept Covid secure.  Concerns about track and trace  
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processes and potential for exposure to and passing on the virus were raised again but it 

was noted that this event would not be taking place until September when the R rate and 

Government Guidance will undoubtedly be updated.  It was AGREED. 

 

That the Clerk would obtain the risk assessment and management plan from 

the organisers but advise them that the final decision whether to hold the event 

and the provision of any facilities will need to be reviewed nearer the time. 

 

 

34. TO CONSIDER ENERGY RENEWAL COSTS FOR PARISH HALL AND 

FOOTBALL PAVILION.  With the Parish Council’s energy contracts due for renewal 

during the next few months, the Clerk had obtained a number of quotations for renewable 

and non-renewable energy.  As the Parish Council had committed to reducing its carbon 

footprint, and it was noted that all prices submitted were less than the current annual costs, 

the preference was for renewable suppliers, so the following prices were compared. 

 

 Parish Hall Electricity 

  

  Opus Energy 24 months  equivalent yearly cost -£4,307.16 

  Opus Energy 36 months  equivalent yearly cost -£4,351.24 

  Opus Energy 48 months  equivalent yearly cost -£4,778.14 

 

  SSE  24 months  equivalent yearly cost - £4,237.84 

  SSE  36 months  equivalent yearly cost - £4,300.89 

 

 Football Pavilion Electricity 

 

  Opus Energy 24 months  equivalent yearly cost -£2,340.85 

  Opus Energy 36 months  equivalent yearly cost -£2,363.61 

  Opus Energy 48 months  equivalent yearly cost -£2,584.02 

 

  SSE  24 months  equivalent yearly cost - £2,380.37 

  SSE  36 months  equivalent yearly cost - £2,417.13 
 

 

 Football Pavilion Gas 

 

  Opus Energy 24 months  equivalent yearly cost -£837.68 

  Opus Energy 36 months  equivalent yearly cost -£858.45 

  Opus Energy 48 months  equivalent yearly cost -£918.75 

 

  SSE  24 months  equivalent yearly cost - £860.39 

  SSE  36 months  equivalent yearly cost - £986.91 
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 After discussion the following contracts were AGREED. 

 

Parish Hall Electricity  – SSE Energy 36 months - £4,300.89  

  Football Pavilion Electricity -  Opus Energy 36 months- £2,363.61 

  Football Pavilion Gas  - Opus Energy 36 months - £858.45 

 

 

 

35. TO REVIEW AND AUTHORISE ACCOUNTS TO BE PAID.  Payments in the sum of  

£42,407.58 plus VAT for July were duly APPROVED. 

 

 

36. ITEMS AVAILABLE FOR COUNCILLORS TO READ. There were no items 

 

 

37 CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE.  No matters were raised. 

 

 
38. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND URGENT MATTERS. No Matters were 

raised. 

 

 

39 DATE OF NEXT MEETING.   26th August 2020. 

 

 

40. ADJOURNMENT.  No matters were raised. 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9 pm 

 

 

 

 

 


