
Some notes in response to Agenda Items: 

• 8. (b) To Consider application to West Sussex County Council Highways department for the 
installation of rumble strips on entrance roads into the Village.  

• 9. Village Entrance Signage – To consider merits of installing Village Gateways as opposed to 
other methods of “Welcome” signage. 

  
The assumption behind both of these being proposed is that drivers will be alerted to the fact that 

they are entering the village and hopefully adjust their speed accordingly. I’ve taken a look at 

published research and best practice guidance on traffic calming and have summarised below the 

key points: 

RUMBLE STRIPS 

What are they? Rumble strips are a type of rumble device that are small raised areas across the road 

that have a vibratory, auditory and visual effect.  

Purpose: Mainly intended as advance warnings of hazards such as a bend of a junction, rather than a 

tool to slow driving speeds in general. In combination with a gateway (general term for a range of 

“entry treatments” that includes the proposed Village Gateways) they can also be used to indicate 

entry to a village or the start of a series of traffic calming measures. 

Effect on reducing speed: The evidence, reviewed by the Department for Transport, indicates that 

any speed reduction is likely to be minimal (up to 3 mph) and the effect will reduce over time. In 

some cases, there is evidence that drivers are accelerating over the devices to reduce the vibratory 

effect. The conclusion is that councils should not rely on using rumble devices alone to reduce 

speed. 

Other things to consider: 

• Can cause significant discomfort for cyclists, so recommendation is that a gap of 750-

1000mm is provided between the edge of the rumble strip and the kerb or verge.  

• Should not be taller than 6mm, need to be skid resistant in wet and dry weather, blockwork 

(granite setts, cobbles, etc.) to be avoided.  

• The noise and vibrations from rumble strips can cause problems for residents. The advice is 

to avoid siting rumble strips close to residential properties. Some authorities do not use 

rumble devices within 200 metres of residential properties (Leicestershire for example, does 

not normally accept them at all). One option is to use lower-height strips, but this may 

reduce their effectiveness. overall effectiveness. Another option is to use rumble strips 

halfway i.e. across the carriageway used by cars entering the village, not those leaving. But 

in cases where these have been used some drivers have been observed driving into the 

other carriageway increasing the risk of accidents.  

• The effect of rumble devices on vehicle exhaust emissions and air quality is likely to be 

minimal, as the speed reductions possible are relatively small and the devices are unlikely to 

cause a great deal of acceleration and deceleration. 

VILLAGE GATEWAYS 

What are they? Gateways, more broadly, are sometimes called ‘entry treatments’ or ‘thresholds’. 

They can have many different forms (including the white fence style we are trialling and seen in 

Bolney, Cowfold, etc. where they are combined with signage, planting, etc.). but tend to include a 

distinctive change in road surface colour or material, a prominent sign to alert drivers to the calmed 

area and perhaps other measures such as ‘dragon’s teeth’.  



Purpose: to signify the approach into a village, or into a traffic-calmed area such as a 20 mph zone.  

Effectiveness: 

• General consensus is that speed reductions of white gates on their own are negligible. 

• Because they tend to be used with other tools e.g. rumble strips, road narrowing, etc. we 

can only talk about minor treatments (small number of tools combined).  

• Minor gateway treatments achieved 85th percentile speed reductions of generally below 3 

mph at the location of the gateway.  

• Where speed reductions have been achieved, these have not been sustained over any 

distance, and speeds within villages have at most been reduced by 1 or 2 mph if there are no 

additional measures in place. 

Other things to consider: 

• Sometimes residents object to gateway signs and markings, but gateways need to be 

conspicuous if they are to be effective. Some local authorities have responded by using 

existing features such as historic arches, or features using local materials such as fences or 

brickwork near to the edge of the carriageway to emphasise the gateway in a manner more 

in keeping with the surroundings. 

• For physical structures in a gateway, careful consideration needs to be given to the effect if 

impacted by a vehicle. 

• Linking gateway features to the visual start of a village may also help to reduce vehicle 

speeds i.e. not just having the white gates we currently use. 

• For maximum benefit, gateways need to be used in conjunction with other measures within 

the village, so that drivers are made aware that lower speeds are required throughout.  

• Where gateways are combined with additional traffic calming within villages, speed 

reductions caused by the gateway may be maintained throughout the village. Repeated 

measures should be located at, or close to, particularly hazardous points, for example where 

people are most likely to cross the road or at junctions. 

 

References: 

Local Transport Note 1/07 March 2007, Traffic Calming, Department for Transport. Available from: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/local-transport-notes (summarises DfT and external 

research and legislation)  

Countryside Traffic Measures Group: Demonstration schemes, 2001, TRL Report 502, J V Kennedy 

and A H Wheeler https://trl.co.uk/sites/default/files/TRL502.pdf  

An assessment of rumble strips and rumble areas, Webster, DC,Layfield, RE, Project Report 33, 1993. 

 

Cheryl Brown, 23rd January, 2019 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/local-transport-notes
https://trl.co.uk/sites/default/files/TRL502.pdf

