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Mr Trevor Beattie 

Chief Executive              9th November 2022 

South Downs National Park Authority 

South Downs Centre                    Ref: TJE/PC101 

North Street 

Midhurst 

West Sussex 

GU29 9DH   
 
 
Dear Mr Beattie 

 

Kithurst Hill Car Park, Storrington. 

 

The Parish Council has asked me to write to you to express its extreme dissatisfaction at the 

SDNPA’s decision to withdraw from negotiations to take over responsibility for the maintenance 

and management of the Kithurst Hill Car Park in Storrington, a decision which, if not reversed, will 

result in the closure of this highly valued amenity providing access to the National Park. 

 

The Parish Council raised enquiries with SDNPA regarding the condition of the car parks and access 

roads at Chantry Hill and Kithurst Hill back in January 2020. At this time we were advised by Andy 

Gattiker (National Trails and Rights of Way Lead) that discussions were underway with the owners 

of the Kithurst Hill car park about investment and improvements in the facility but it seems that the 

SDNPA has pulled out of these discussions at the final hour, leaving the landowner with no choice 

but to close the facility within the next few weeks. 

 

The closure of this car park will have a severe impact upon our local community and economy.  The 

facility is used widely by various groups such as dog owners, horse riders, ramblers, cyclists and 

families with young children. Whilst the SDNPA’s ethos to encourage visitors to access the Downs 

by foot is laudable, the reality is that this is simply not achievable for some of these groups.   

 

Visitors from further afield will be deterred from using Storrington and its facilities as a venue from 

which to explore the Downs due to the lack of access and this will seriously impact upon our 

hospitality and retail businesses.  

 

The car park at Kithurst Hill is widely promoted as a meeting point in HDC’s Wellbeing Walks 

Programme and is also publicised as a convenient place to access the Downs on various pages of the 

SDNPA’s own website. 

 

The decision by the SDNPA to withdraw from negotiations has come at a time when Parish Councils 

are being invited to submit proposals for projects to be funded by CIL which would support the 

National Park’s priorities.  Members have noted that this process involves parishes and other 

organisations bidding for funds and carrying out the work themselves.  Members question whether 

this process might be seen as the SDNPA abdicating its responsibility to maintain and improve the 

National Park and its facilities and would suggest that these CIL Funds should be used directly by  
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the Authority to undertake projects including the improvement and maintenance of car parks such 

as the one at Kithurst Hill.  Practices such as this would certainly be upholding one of the above 

mentioned priorities which is to provide a “National Park for All”. 

 

WSCC Highways Department has confirmed its intention to continue to maintain the access road  

should the SDNPA reconsider its decision regarding the maintenance of the car park.  With this in 

mind the Parish Council sincerely hopes that common sense will prevail and discussions with the 

landowner can be re-opened with a view to reaching the conclusion that the car park will remain 

open for the foreseeable future. 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
T J Euesden 
 

Mrs T J Euesden 

Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 

 

 

cc. Paul Marshall, Leader, WSCC 

 Jonathan Chowen, Leader, HDC 

 Ray Dawe, HDC 

 James Wright, HDC 

 Joan Grech, HDC 

  

 

 

 

 


