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from Storrington & Sullington Parish Council

Firstly I would like to welcome our 3 new 
councillors: Linda Younger, who worked 
for many years as Clerk to Sullington 
Parish Council, Alan Head, who has 
served on the Council several times 
before and just can’t keep away and Mark 
Lewis, a completely new recruit. All 3 
are taking an active part in the life and 
work of the Council. Over the last year 
we have lost 2 councillors, Rodger Hunt 
and Fred Craythorne, and we thank them 
for their input during their time with the 
Council and only last week, sadly, Ray 
Dawe resigned as a result of his workload 

as Leader of Horsham District Council 
(HDC). I would like to thank Ray for all 
the hard work he has put in over the last 
22 years (we joined on the same day!). 
He was an outstanding Chairman and I 
am sure we all wish him well at Horsham. 
Also Gill King has resigned because of 
her work commitments. She feels that 
she cannot devote enough time to the 
Council.

This means we now have two vacancies, 
so if anyone feels they have anything to 
offer the Council then please feel free to 
apply. We do need people who have time 
to get actively involved in the work of the 
Council as we have several large projects 
in hand at the moment.

In the Parish Office we welcome back 
our Deputy Clerk, Caroline, following 
her adoption leave and we have also 
extended the contract for our assistant, 
Elspeth, for a further 3 months to assist 
with the Parish Action Plan and the 
Neighbourhood Plan. I will leave Lisa, the 
Chairman of our Recreation & Property 
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Committee, to give you more details 
about these plans but I would like to 
thank all of the office staff for their hard 
work and support over the course of the 
year.

For the 8th year running we have 
managed to keep the council tax 
unchanged and we will do our best to 
try to maintain that level if at all possible 
in future years. A major achievement this 
year was the work done to the pond. For 
some years now we have had a major 
problem with pollution causing blue-
green algae in the pond and turning 
the water toxic. This year we had the 
pond completely drained and revamped, 
building a new island that, if we ever 
get any warm weather, will be covered 
in reeds and other plants designed to 
filter the water. This was done with a 
contribution of £10,000 from the West 
Sussex County Council (WSCC) Big 
Society Grant Fund and S106 monies from 
HDC with the remainder coming from 
Parish Council funds. We are currently 
awaiting an information board (paid for 
by the Bonfire Society) and will then have 
a grand opening. I hope everyone agrees 
that the pond now looks much more 
attractive than it has for some time!

Richard Jerman, our Vice Chairman, 
and I have been actively involved in 
the Air Quality Steering Group with 
representatives from HDC and WSCC, the 
purpose of which has been to draw up 
an Air Quality Action Plan to try to deal 
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with the traffic and pollution problems in 
the village. Hopefully you all attended the 
exhibition in the old Wine Rack shop and 
the Library showing the work done so far. 
A technical team from WSCC will now 
evaluate the options to be taken forward 
and produce some initial designs and 
costings for consideration by the Steering 
Group. All of this has to be approved by 
the Department for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) and action has 
to be taken by 2015 under EU regulations 
and we are determined that action will be 
taken.

Following the withdrawal by WSCC of 
youth services, we have drawn up a plan 
to make up for the shortfall and again I’m 
sure Lisa will go into more detail about 
this later. Unfortunately we have had 
to remove the ball court at Ravenscroft 
due to the unrealistic cost of repairing it 
following snow damage and vandalism 

but we are now working on trying to 
provide skate park/bike track facilities 
here at Sullington and also on Storrington 
Recreation Ground. We have submitted 
a planning application for a skate park at 
Storrington and are awaiting a decision 
on that. We have to raise the funding but 
hopefully we will be able to go ahead with 
those projects in the coming year.

Unfortunately only last week some of the 
play equipment on Sullington Recreation 
Ground was deliberately set alight resulting 
in the loss of one piece of equipment 
and the safety surfacing. It is the mindless 
behaviour of a small minority of the youth 
that unfortunately puts all of the youth in 
a bad light and makes people unwilling to 
provide facilities for them. However we are 
determined not to let them spoil things for 
everyone and we will be going ahead with 
our projects. But these youths need to 
understand that, rather like the ball court, 
if we get repeated incidents of vandalism, 
the equipment will be removed and then 
everyone loses out.

Over the last couple of years, we have 
made several attempts to re-establish 
working relations with the Storrington & 
Sullington Community Partnership. HDC 
recently decided that all community 
partnerships, in order to be recognised 
and receive funding, must have a signed 
MoU (Memorandum of Understanding) 
with their Parish Council and as ours has 
refused to sign any such MoU we have 
now unfortunately ceased all relations with 
them, as have HDC and WSCC.

I cannot fail to mention that the Waitrose 
application was finally approved this year 
and I believe they hope to start work early 
in 2014 and have the new store open 
before Christmas 2014. I’m sure it will 
be a great asset to the village and hope 

that our existing traders will rise to the 
occasion and see this as an opportunity 
to attract new customers. We have 
also had a couple of large residential 
applications passed in our neighbouring 
parishes, which will have a significant 
impact on us and this is one of the 
reasons for completing a Neighbourhood 
Plan – hopefully in conjunction with our 
neighbouring parishes. If we do this we 
should have more say in what goes on in 
the surrounding parishes as well as our 
own.

Finally, I would like to thank all councillors 
for their work and support during the 
year but in particular the Vice Chairman, 
Richard, and also Lisa who has done huge 
amounts of work on our action plan and 
in connection with the youth projects.

Mrs. Worthington-Leese also announced 
the sad news that Albert Mullard had 
recently passed away. Mr Mullard was a 
former Chairman of Storrington Parish 
Council and a member of Storrington and 
Sullington Parish Council for a combined 
total of over twenty years. She reflected 
that the Council’s thoughts were with his 
wife, family and friends at this time.

Detailed highlights of the year within 
the Infrastructure, Communications and 
Environment Committee were presented 
by Don Roper followed by those of the 
Recreation and Property Committee 
presented by Lisa Wheatley and the 
Planning & Development Committee 
presented by Richard Jerman.

These, together with the exhibition of the 
final draft of the Storrington & Sullington 
Community Action Plan, which was 
displayed at this meeting, will be available 
on the Parish Council Website: www.
storrington-pc.gov.uk

continued from page 1
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Air Quality 
Management 
Area (AQMA)
The problem of traffic congestion in 
Storrington is not new. It is a problem 
that the Parish Council has been trying to 
get resolved for many, many years, mostly 
without success. All of those involved 
agree and accept that the most effective, 
long-term solution would be to upgrade 
the A27. This is the only road in our area 
for which West Sussex County Council 
(WSCC) is not responsible as it comes 
under Central Government and they (of 
all political persuasions) have consistently 
refused to do the work required.

The declaration by Horsham District 
Council (HDC), in December 2010, of an 
Air Quality Management Area (AQMA), gave 
us the opportunity to insist that measures 
be taken to try to resolve the problem.

Following an extensive consultation, 
feedback has been gathered on HDC’s Air 
Quality Action Plan for Storrington and 
a technical review is now taking place to 
assess the practical aspects of moving 
forward with the preferred options. 

A public exhibition in Storrington ran, as 
part of the consultation, for two weeks 
in late February/early March, where 
around 1,500 people attended to view 
the progress to date and give their views 
on HDC’s draft document. Overall the 

comments were positive and the general 
feedback clearly supports action to limit 
heavy goods vehicles from entering the 
village.

The next step is for a more detailed 
technical review of the preferred 
options to assess practical aspects of 
implementing the traffic management 
options identified by the steering group. 
The options to be looked into further 
by the technical review team are; a 
restriction on heavy goods vehicles, a 
low emission zone, a traffic light system 
during peak congestion periods to control 
traffic entering the village and improved 
signage on the surrounding road network.

The conclusions of the technical review 
will be reported back to the Storrington 
Air Quality Action Plan Steering Group in 
July this year. 

One of the District Wide Action Plan 
measures is to encourage completion of 
the A27 improvements around Arundel 
and Worthing and in the consultation 
responses the public expressed their 
strong support for this.

The Chairman and Vice Chairman of the 
Parish Council are actively involved in this 
work and are determined that something 
positive will come out of this. We 
anticipate measures being taken in 2015, 
subject to obtaining the not insignificant 
funds required to do so. We are required 
by the European Community to reduce 
the levels of pollution to the legal levels 
and we intend to continue to work and 
campaign to ensure that this is done.

Storrington and Sullington 
Community Youth Work 
Over the next few weeks, Horsham 
District Council is looking at the five 
Neighbourhood and Parish clusters that are 
working together to provide new important 
and valued community youth work.

One cluster is Storrington and Sullington, 
where Storrington and Sullington Parish 
Council has chosen to pursue a slightly 
different route in that we will be funding a 
Community Youth Worker on a part time 
basis to work exclusively in the parish.

Speaking for Storrington and Sullington 
Parish Council, Parish Councillor Lisa 
Wheatley said:

“The Parish Council feels that our youth 
worker will have the unique opportunity to 
plan a range of tangible, activity based events 
tailored to the needs of the local community 
rather than a more generic plan which caters 
for a number of different areas.

Consulting with local youths to ascertain 
their views is a key element in making sure 
that the services we provide accurately 
address their needs.

The Parish Council will work closely with 
our community youth worker to provide a 
range of activities and events that realise 
the potential of these young people, giving 
them the support they need to develop the 
necessary confidence and life skills to help 
them now and in the future.”

The Storrington Area youth worker will be 
working with young people aged between 
10 and 19 years of age and will also be 
working with others in the community in 
order to understand its needs/attitudes to 
young people.

It is hoped that the young people in the area 
will feel more supported and that there will 
be more opportunities created for them 
as the community gets more involved in 
volunteering and helping out.
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Saturday 22nd June
Storrington Village Day & Bike Race
This year the Parish Council is joining with Southdown Bikes to arrange a Zig Zag 
Bike Trail, to coincide with the Village day.

Young people between the ages of 9-14 will be invited to take part in the Zig Zag 
Trail, starting at Southdown Bikes in West Street, touring the back streets to visit 
places of interest in Storrington and finishing on Hurston Lane field at the Village 
day arena in time for the opening of the event at 1pm. All those completing the trail 
will be presented with a certificate of achievement. For more information about the 
Zig Zag Bike Trail or to apply to take part, contact Martin at Southdown Bikes. www.
southdownbikes.com

So, come along to Storrington Recreation Ground from 1pm until 5.30pm on Saturday 
22nd June. A terrific afternoon of fun and entertainment for all the family has been 
lined up for this year’s Village Day by the Lions, Rotary and Round Table.

The earlier start of 1pm will give everyone more time to enjoy the afternoon’s 
attractions. Entry to the event is FREE and there will be a funfair, amusements and 
games, lots of charity, craft and trade stalls, morris dancing, a giant book fair and a 
procession and display by SADCASE classic car enthusiasts.

A full programme of Arena events to keep everyone entertained will include:- South 
Coast Zodiacs; Amy Hatcher Dog Obedience; Sandra Wilson Dance; Sports Centre 
gymnastics display; Grand Parade of Classic Cars by SADCASE enthusiasts.

There will be tea and cake stalls, a licensed bar and BBQ snacks.

The committee is keen to have a big village 
turnout and is encouraging as many groups 
as possible to join in. Proceeds from the event 
are used to support many village activities for 
young people.

Last call to local societies, clubs, crafts 
and anyone interested in participating in 
this year’s Village Day... only 10 spaces left. 
Please contact David Tolerton on 01903 
745357.

Thank you Ray
As Anna Worthington-Leese 
announced at the Annual Parish 
Meeting, Ray Dawe has resigned 
from the Parish Council due to 
his increasing workload as Leader 
of Horsham District Council 
(HDC). Ray joined Sullington 
Parish Council in 1991 and in 1993 
he was elected Chairman and 
remained so until 2003, when 
the Parishes of Storrington and 
Sullington merged. Subsequently 
he was elected Chairman of the 
joint Parishes and remained so 
until his appointment as HDC 
Leader in 2012.

We take this opportunity to thank 
him for all the hard work that he 
has put in for the Community 
and wish him well in his highly 
responsible role at HDC in these 
difficult economic times.

Ray Dawe
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Community Meals 
on Wheels available 
across West Sussex

Enjoy a range of nutritious hot meals, 
desserts and salads with West Sussex 
County Council’s Meals on Wheels. 
New customers can sample some 
of the dinners on offer by ordering a 
five-day Taster Pack for £15.

All meals are designed to meet 
nutritional standards and special 

dietary needs can be catered for. They can also 
be delivered frozen. 

The Meals on Wheels service in West Sussex 
is available to all residents to order, no 
referral is needed. For further information, 
telephone 01903 231341 or visit the County 
Council website at www.westsussex.gov.uk/
countycatering

Storrington in Bloom 
(SiB) update
The heavy rains just before Easter did not deter the hardy volunteers and friends 
of the SiB group from carrying out a cleaning-up, weeding and removing litter 
from around the town, as a first step towards brightening the streets and paths 
for the new summer season! 

Preparations are now beginning to take off for the 2013 Storrington in Bloom 
displays. Compost will have arrived in mid-May from Olus, based in Henfield, who 
process all our environmental garden waste. In this way Storrington is leading the 
way in repeat re-cycling of green waste!

The Greenfingers voluntary group have been very successful in the Waitrose 
Community Matters Scheme. Look out for them refreshing the big planters 
throughout the village with summer flowering plants. They have also been awarded 
a donation of £1,000 by the Parish Council.

Thanks to a grant from the West Sussex County Council’s Chanctonbury Local 
Committee, the SiB group has purchased a mobile water cart from H2o2Go to 
ensure all the hanging baskets and planters in the village are watered throughout 
the summer.

The signs at the entrances to the village will soon be getting a carpet of colour 
beneath them when hundreds of wildflowers and other annuals are planted out.

The SiB working group has secured the use of the old Woolwich vacant shop in 
Storrington during June and July for presenting displays of the work and projects 
by our various groups including Greenfingers, The Storrington Horticultural Society, 
The Conservation Society, Friends of Meadowside, and the Parish Council, all of 
whom have made significant contributions to improving the environment in which 
we live.

The village’s entry in the competition, which includes front gardens, allotments, 
businesses and community areas, is well underway, and with the better weather 
the entries are pouring in! Thanks to sponsors Squires Garden Centres, Waitrose 
and Scott Free Range, prizes are there for the taking in all four of these categories, 
and the first 50 entrants receive a voucher for a free pair of gardening gloves! Entry 

forms can be obtained from the Village Florist 
or the Card Centre in Storrington, but must be 
returned to the Village Florist by 14th June. 

In the run up to the judging of the village as 
a whole in South East in Bloom, volunteers 
will be needed to help clear areas, remove 
debris and generally tidy the village, so if you 
think you can spare an hour or two, you want 
further information or are a potential sponsor, 
then do please get in touch by calling Jo at the 
Village Florist – 01903 743153, or by email on 
storringtoninbloom@gmail.com 

If you use Facebook, go to www.facebook.com/
StorringtonInBloom!

Every care has been taken to ensure the accuracy of content. Eyelevel Publishing or the Parish Council cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions 
or endorse companies, products or services that appear in this publication. Production of the Bulletin relies solely on advertising revenue and is at no cost to 
the Parish Council or its parishioners.

Roundabout talking 
news launches new 
website
Roundabout, Horsham’s talking 
newspaper for the visually impaired, 
has launched its new website at www.
roundabouttalkingnews.co.uk for the 
benefit of both listeners and volunteers.

Roundabout Talking News produces FREE 
weekly recordings on memory sticks 
or via their website giving the visually 
impaired people (VIP) of Horsham and the 
surrounding district the chance to keep up 
to date with the local news from the West 
Sussex County Times.

Anyone who knows of a V.I.P. in the 
Horsham area who would be interested in 
the service is asked to contact Roundabout 
through the website using the ‘Contact Us’ 
facility or telephone Secretary Martyn Field 
on 01403 891306 or Chairman Jon Dean 
on 01403 266924.
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In the frame for foster caring?
Could you provide a warm and loving 
home for some of the most vulnerable 
children in West Sussex? Could you 
become a foster carer?

West Sussex County Council runs 
monthly fostering drop-in sessions across 
the county, which are an ideal chance 
for anyone interested in finding out more 
about fostering to come along to. You 
can speak to officers from the fostering 
team, and some drop-in sessions have 
foster carers present so you can speak 
to them directly and find out more about 
what being a foster carer is like.

There are many reasons why a child 
comes into foster care. Their stay with 
foster carers could be short-term until 
they can return to their parents, or it 
might need to be longer term. The 
County Council tries to place children 
with foster carers in their local area, so 

they can continue to stay close to their 
school, friends, people and places they 
know. This means the Council is always 
on the lookout for new foster carers to 
come forward from across West Sussex.

Foster carers come from all walks of life 
and from a range of cultural and ethnic 
backgrounds. People from a variety 
of backgrounds can apply to foster, 
regardless of their marital status or 
sexuality. What is important are skills such 
as a good sense of humour, patience, 
energy and the ability to treat children 
and young people as individuals. Foster 
carers receive a comprehensive support 
package from the County Council, 
including on-going training and financial 
allowances to meet the needs of the 
children in their care.

Are you interested and would you like to 
find out more? You can visit the website 

at www.westsussex.gov.uk/fostering for 
further information and details of all the 
drop-in sessions, or call 01403 229333.

Fostering drop-in sessions run from 10am 
to 4pm. The sessions taking place in West 
Sussex in 2013 are:

Wednesday 19 June, Burgess Hill Library, 
The Martlets, BuRGESS HILL, RH15 9NN • 
Tuesday 9 July, Chichester Library, Tower 
Street, CHICHESTER, PO19 1QJ • Friday 
16 August, Shoreham Library, St Mary’s 
Road, SHOREHAM-BY-SEA, BN43 5ZA • 
Tuesday 17 September, Crawley Library, 
Southgate Avenue, CRAWLEY, RH10 6HG 
• Tuesday 8 October, Worthing Library, 
Richmond Road, WORTHING, BN11 1HD 
• Tuesday 12 November, Haywards Heath 
Library, 34 Boltro Road, HAYWARDS 
HEATH, RH16 1BN • Tuesday 3 December, 
Bognor Regis Library, London Road, 
BOGNOR REGIS, PO21 1DE
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Parish Council Bulletin is produced four times a year by Eyelevel Publishing

The Studio, 61 Glebelands, Pulborough RH20 2BZ

Telephone: 01798 875525   Email: studio@eyelevelpublishing.co.uk   Web: www.eyelevelpublishing.co.uk 

Parish Council Meetings: 
29th May, 26th June and 24th July

Infrastructure, Communications and 
Environment Committee:
5th June, 3rd July from 7pm

Recreation and Property Committee:
5th June, 3rd July. All from 8pm

Planning and Development Committee
6th June , 11th July. All from 7pm

Please note meeting dates are subject to change.  
No meetings are scheduled for August but please refer  
to our website for confirmation.

Storrington & Sullington 
Parish Council contacts
Chairman: Anna Worthington-Leese

Vice Chairman: Richard Jerman

Councillors:

Dave Atkins 
John Betts 
Robert Carter 
Glenn Donnelly 

Your District Councillors are:-

Ray Dawe 01903 741671  
ray.dawe@horsham.gov.uk

Chris Mason 01903 743304  
chris.mason@horsham.gov.uk 

Jim Sanson 01903 744658  
jim.sanson@horsham.gov.uk 

Your County Councillor is Frank Wilkinson 
frank.wilkinson@westsussex.gov.uk 
01903 246447

Peter Gilham 
Alan Head  
Richard Hurley 
Mark Lewis  
Don Roper 
Lisa Wheatley 
Linda Younger

To contact any Parish Councillor please 
phone 01903 746547


