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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
for the Parish of Storrington & Sullington,
Main Hall at the Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington, RH20 3PP
At 7.00pm Wednesday 23rd April 2025,

MINUTES

Present: Cllrs Mark Cramer (Chair), Andy Castle (Vice-Chair), John Loney, Richard Hurley, Cassie Miller, Charlotte Burnell, Theresa Bennett, Melissa Moremon and Peter Meadows.  

In attendance: Cllr Paul Marshall (WSCC), Cllr Joan Grech (HDC), Cllr Emma Beard (HDC), Cllr Claudia Fisher (HDC), Chris Poore (Neighbourhood Warden), Katie Piper (Asst Clerk).

Members of the public: 13

Clerk: Rebecca Luckin (minutes)

1. Welcome from the Chairman and opening of the meeting.
a) The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed members of the public.  

2. Apologies for absence.
a) Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Leanne Grace, Bill Aitkenhead and Ian Ward.  

3. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 22nd May 2024.
a) Subject to the correction of typos, Cllr Loney proposed that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of 22nd May 2024 be approved as a correct record of the meeting.  Seconded by Cllr Castle.  Agreed.  The minutes were duly signed.  

4. Chairman’s Annual Report (including Committee reports).
a) The Chairman provided his report, especially noting the support of District and WSCC Councillors in the work undertaken by the Parish Council – copy attached as appendix one to these minutes.  

5. Presentation from Laura Vaughan-Hirsch, Project Manager of the White Stork Project at the Knepp Wildland Foundation (partner to Storrington & Sullington Parish Council).
a) Laura Vaughan-Hirsch provided a presentation and update on the stork project including plans for the future, noting Storrington’s new status as a European Stork Village - copy attached as appendix two to these minutes.  

6. Presentation from Adrian Berendt from the 20 Is Plenty For Us Campaign.
a) Adrian Berendt provided a presentation regarding the 20 Is Plenty Campaign, progress to date and evidence and data regarding the impact and effectiveness of reduced speed limits - copy attached as appendix three to these minutes.  

Cllr Marshall left the meeting at 8.40pm

7. Public participation.
a) Members of the public asked questions regarding the 20 is Plenty Campaign:
Cllr Beard (HDC) – Slower traffic speeds can have a positive impact on all road users including wildlife?
AB – Even London is quieter.
Public – Regarding pollution, we really notice it when we’re undertaking speed watch activities, when drivers are breaking and accelerating pollution levels increase.  
Public – Radio Sussex did an experiment where one commuter set off on a bike and one in a car – the bike arrived first.  How do we get the message across that roads are for driving on safely?
AB – A similar experiment in Bristol provided the same results.  James May (TV presenter) is onboard.  Residents can check on Google how long journeys take – the average speed will likely be less than 20mph.
Public – There is evidence that bird breeding success is impacted by traffic noise?
Public – Do you take your campaign into schools?
AB – We would encourage you to engage with schools and include them in any campaign.
Cllr Fisher (HDC) – Can we have your slides?  How do you use ‘nay sayers’ arguments as a positive force?
AB – I’ve not yet come across a question that we cannot answer.  Enforcement is the most common concern.  Originally, Welsh Police were not in favour of the 20mph speed reduction, however they now fully embrace the initiative due to the reduced number of accidents without any Police enforcement being necessary.    
Public – To slow the traffic down, will you need to include a wider area?
AB – Part of the plan should be to include buffer zones so that cars gradually slow down.  
Public – In our experience, the worst thing is motorbikes?
AB – That could be dealt with by law enforcement.
Public – The Pulborough Rd is 40mph, why not the Amberley Road?
AB – It could be historical, or due to the number of street-lights in the area.  Speed reduction in the Amberley Rd could be included in an overall plan.  The Parish Council could seek a Traffic Regulation Order, which has the potential to be more effective when the area is increased.  

The Chair thanked the speakers Adrian Berendt and Laura Vaughan-Hirsch for providing insightful and informative presentations, and thanked members of the public for attending the Annual Parish Meeting.  

8. The meeting closed at 8.45pm.  





Signed:						Date:
Chair
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