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STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON  
PARISH COUNCIL 
The Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington,  
West Sussex, RH20 3PP 
01903 746547   
www.storrington-pc.gov.uk  
Clerk: Rebecca Luckin (CiLCA) 
Clerk@storrington-pc.gov.uk  

 
 

Full Parish Council Meeting 
of Storrington and Sullington Parish Council 

in the Chanctonbury Room, Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington, RH20 3PP 

6:30 pm Wednesday 5th March 2025 
 

Present: Cllr Mark Cramer (Chair), Cllr Andy Castle (Vice-Chair), Cllr Bill Aitkenhead, Cllr Richard Hurley,  

Cllr John Loney, and Cllr Theresa Bennett.   

 

Also in Attendance: Martin Boffey (Leader of HDC), Jane Eaton (Chief Executive of HDC), Cllr Paul Marshall (WSCC), 

Cllr Joan Gretch (HDC), Cllr Emma Beard (HDC), Cllr Claudia Fisher (HDC), Katie Piper (Asst Clerk).  

 

Members of the public:  12 

 

Clerk: Rebecca Luckin 

MINUTES 

 
140. Apologies for absence  

a) Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Melissa Moremon, Cllr Leanne Grace, Cllr Charlotte Burnell,  

Cllr Liz Greengrass, Cllr Ian Ward, Cllr Peter Meadows and Cllr Claudia Fisher (HDC).   

 

141. Declarations of interest 

None for this meeting. 

 

142. Minutes of the previous meetings  

a) Cllr Cramer proposed that the minutes of the meeting of 5th February 2025 be approved as a correct record of the 

meeting.  Seconded by Cllr Castle.  Agreed.   The minutes were duly signed.   

 

143. Matters arising  

a) Cllr Hurley noted that Sandgate Park might be identified as a green space during the Neighbourhood Plan revision 

process.   

b) Following a query, the Clerk confirmed that an invoice for £220 was for inclusion of articles in the Three Heralds 

magazine, not Sussex Local.   

 

144. Presentation by Cllr Martin Boffey (Leader of Horsham District Council) and Jane Eaton (Chief Executive of 

Horsham District Council) regarding the Government Devolution White Paper 

Cllr Boffey outlined the Government White Paper proposals regarding English devolution and local government 

organisation.  Some combined mayoral authorities exist already and the Government wishes to implement the structure 

in remaining areas.  East and West Sussex, and Brighton & Hove City Council, have expressed an interest, along with five 

other areas and will move forward with devolution and local government reorganisation.  Mayoral elections will take 

place in May 2026.   

http://www.storrington-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:Clerk@storrington-pc.gov.uk
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HDC has been invited to put forward initial proposals for becoming a unitary authority by 21st March – submitting final 

proposals by 26th September 2025.  HDC is currently holding fortnightly meetings to consider what the new structure 

might look like.  Public consultation will be undertaken when proposals are better understood.  The Government is 

looking to create financially sustainable and resilient councils, and to accelerate housing and economic growth.   Change 

will be challenging, however, Parish Councils will remain at the heart of the structure, with the option to continue as 

currently, or take on additional functions going forward.  The Government devolution consultation is now open.   

 

Jane Eaton had researched the transfer of asset and advised that HDC is considering a list of assets that could be 

transferred at nil cost (ie pairing income-generating assets with those that have costs attached) – in Storrington & 

Sullington Parish assets might include Sandgate Park, the Mill Pond, car parks and also the employment of 

Neighbourhood Wardens.  HDC will be discussing the matter shortly and would be interested to know Councillors’ 

opinions.   

 

Cllr Marshall reported that WSCC is broadly in support.  A second White Paper is due in July 2025 which will outline the 

next stage of the framework and should be useful in protecting parish councils.  Decision-making will take place in 

September 2025.  County and District Councils are considering what potential devolution models could look like.  Post 

March, stakeholder engagement will be undertaken, which is a requirement of the process.   Unitary elections will take 

place in May 2027, and in May 2028 County and District Councils will be dissolved.   

 

145. Public Participation  

 

a) Thakeham Parish Council asked what would be the mechanism for parish councils to have a voice, once a larger 

unitary authority has been created.  Jane Eaton responded – HDC will be undertaking a community governance review, 

Parish Councils could have a ‘hub and spoke’ system with the larger parish councils supporting smaller, or other models 

could be considered, provided that the parish council has a qualified Clerk.   

 

b) Washington Parish Council asked if an elected mayor could be potentially representing three areas (West Sussex, East 

Sussex and Brighton & Hover).  Cllr Boffey responded - on day one, the combined authority would consist of two reps 

for each area, and a mayor.   

 

c) Washington Parish Council noted that parish councils will be even further from the centre and may take on the 

deficits and challenges of larger urban areas.  Cllr Boffey responded - Government will go ahead, there is no choice, 

District and County Councils are obliged to proceed.   

 

d) Question - To what extent has a set of detailed objectives been set for this process?  What do Government wish to 

achieve?  Cllr Marshall responded – we don’t yet know what weight they will give to criteria, but predominantly the 

process will be focussed on efficiency and scale.  Cllr Marshall offered to share the Minister’s letter which outlined the 

details and framework for devolution.   

 

e) Question - Presumably there is evidence of what does and does not work well – to what degree is that being taken 

into consideration?  Jane Easton responded – the Government is looking to other areas that have recently gone through 

the process – with some being more successful than others.  Larger areas generally fare better.   Cllr Marshal responded 

– what will be new is a unitary authority delivering services in a rural area.  Growing demand might change the nature of 

what services can be delivered.   

 

f) Thakeham Parish Council noted that parish councils, as they exist, might become squashed in the process unless they 

think about merging or collaborating.  Where does that sit?  Who decides whether we can?  Cllr Boffey responded - until 

HDC is dissolved, the decision sits with HDC.  Changing a Parish boundary can be undertaken by District Council. 
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g) Cllr Loney – Currently, we find it difficult enough to get our voice heard.  Jane Eaton responded – within existing rural 

unitary authorities, it does seem to be working.  Parishes are growing and thriving.  Cllr Boffey - there is opportunity and 

responsibility.  Parish Councils will become the guardians of place.   

 

h) Thakeham Parish Council – Is it possible there could be ‘patchiness’ across the district?  Jane Eaton responded - it’s 

inevitable, especially where there aren’t hub parish councils to work around.   

 

The Chairman thanked Martin Boffey and Jane Eaton for providing the catalyst to get parish councils thinking about the 

process.   

 

Martin Boffey, Jane Eaton and members of the public left the meeting at 7.50pm  

 

i) A member of the public, who had applied for co-option onto the Parish Council, introduced themselves and outlined 

their reasons for making the application.  Councillors emphasised the level of responsibility and time commitment 

required.   

 

The member of the public left the meeting, due to family commitments, at 7.55pm   

  

146. County Council Matters 

a) Cllr Paul Marshall (WSCC) reported on a meeting with Cllr Loney earlier in the day regarding highways.   

b) WSCC has agreed their budget for 25/26, without cost-cutting.  WSCC council tax will increase by 4.9%.   

c) Cllr Loney asked whether there was the potential to be ‘squeezed out’ of the devolution process.  Cllr Marshall 

advised that currently there was a void of information.  From April 2025 onwards, there will be more meaningful 

engagement.   

 

Cllr Marshall left the meeting at 8.00pm. 

 

147. District Council Matters 

a) Cllr Emma Beard provided an update on the Stork Festival.  A press release will be issued shortly.     

b) HDC had undertaken a Declaration of Rivers - small steps in the right direction, including raising awareness of the 

potential for septic tanks to spill pollution in rural communities.  The Western Rivers Sussex Trust has a River Guardians 

programme – anyone can become a guardian.   

c) Cllr Joan Gretch reported that the HDC budget had been approved. Council tax will increase by £4.67 per band D 

household, which represents a 2.7% increase. HDC currently has the lowest council tax is Sussex.   

On 4th June 2025 the HDC Full Council meeting will be held at the Henfield Hall.   

d) Cllr Loney asked regarding chalk streams, whether anything could be done to resolve the Mill Pond issues.   

Cllr Gretch will investigate and report back.     

 

District Councillors and a member of the public left the meeting at 8.10pm. 

 

148. Referrals and recommendations from Committees: 

None for this meeting.   

 

149. Update from NDP Steering Group  

a) Cllr Aitkenhead reported that the revision of the NDP was a work in progress, with another Steering Group meeting 

due shortly.  Revised policies will be included and reference to Sandgate Park, which has the potential to be designated 

an Open Green Space.   

b) Unspent grant funding will need to be returned at the end of this financial year however, additional grant funding can 
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be sought in the new year.  

 

150. Update regarding Nature Recovery / Stork Festival – 5th May 2025 

a) The Clerk advised that health and safety was top priority for Stork Festival organisers, with a comprehensive risk 

assessment being drafted for the event.     

 

b) Councillors to consider and agree regarding financial support of the event approx.  

c) Cllr Aitkenhead proposed that £2,000 be ring-fenced to cover the potential costs of the event.  Seconded by  

Cllr Cramer.  Agreed.  

 

Cllr Hurley left the meeting at 8.25pm.   

 

151. Chair’s Announcements and items for the next agenda 

a) Sussex and Brighton devolution – government consultation to be added to the Full Council agenda for 2nd April.   

b) A proposal from the mobile phone mast provider will discussed at the Finance Committee meeting of 26th March, 

who will make recommendation to Full Council on 2nd April.   

 

152. Date of next meetings:  

a) Full Council – 2nd April 2025 – 7.00pm 

b) Annual Parish Meeting – 23rd April 2025 – 7.00pm 

 

CONFIDENTIAL SESSION  

There were no members of the public remaining at the meeting.   

 

153. Councillors to consider an application for co-option  

a) Councillors considered an application for co-option.  Cllr Aitkenhead proposed that the applicant be invited to attend 

some committee meetings, prior to their application being considered, in order that they can fully understand the work 

of the Parish Council and decide which areas they are particularly interested in.  Seconded by Cllr Loney.  Agreed.     

 

154. Consider and agree employee salaries  

a) Councillors instructed the Clerk to investigate full costs and add the item to the next agenda for 

discussion.   

 

The meeting closed at 8.45pm.   

 

 

 

 

Signed:      Date: 2nd April 2025 

Chairman 
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FULL COUNCIL ACTION LIST 05.03.25 

Ref Action Whom √ 

124 d) Share Minister’s letter Cllr Marshall  

147 d) Investigate potential for Mill Pond issues to be resolved and report 

back to SSPC 

Cllr Gretch  

151 a) Agenda item for Full Council 02.04.25- Sussex and Brighton devolution – 

government consultation 

 

 

Clerk  

151 b) Mobile phone mast proposal 

Agenda item - Finance Committee meeting of 26th March 

 

Agenda item – Finance recommendation to Full Council on 2nd April.   

Clerk 

 

Clerk 

 

153 a) Respond to applicant.  Advise of meeting dates and provide skills 

audit form.   

Clerk  

154 Investigate salary options and add-on costs for all employees. 

Pay award to be back date to 1st March for employee who requested 

review.   

Agenda item - Finance Committee meeting of 26th March 

 

Agenda item – Finance recommendation to Full Council on 2nd April.   

Clerk 

 

 

Clerk 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 


