STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON
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The Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington,
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Clerk: Rebecca Luckin (CILCA}
Clerk@storrington-pc.gov.uk

Finance & Budget Committee Meeting
Chanctonbury Room, Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington
6:30pm Wednesday 26" February 2025

Present: Clirs Andy Castle, Mark Cramer, John Loney
Members of the public: None

Minutes: Rebecca Luckin - Clerk

MINUTES
Apologies for absence
a) Apologies were received and accepted from Clir Peter Meadows.

Declarations of interest
None for this meeting.

Minutes of the previous meetings
Clir Loney proposed that the minutes of the meeting of 22" January 2025 be approved as a correct record of
the meeting. Seconded by Clir Cramer. Agreed. The minutes were duly signed.

Matters arising
a) Matters arising from Full Council 5% February 2025 — the Parish Council is seeking legal advice from SALC
regarding access to a Parish Coundil bank account.

Public Participation
None for this meeting.

Consider and agree regarding items of expenditure:
a) Clir Loney proposed that the Clerk become a member of the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) —
joining fee, plus annual cost of £360. Total value - £380. Seconded by ClIr Castle. Agreed.

b) Committee members considered a quote to relocate IT/CCTV/Comms from the current ground floor office
to the Skylight Room. ClIr Loney proposed that the value be agreed (£1,448+vat total), however, he would
approach the contractor to seek an improved price. Seconded by Clir Castle. Agreed,

Approval of Payments List for February

a) Clir Cramer proposed that the list of payments for February 2025 be approved (value £16,067.46).
Seconded by Cllr Loney. Agreed.
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8. Devolution preparation
a) Committee members discussed notes provided by WSCC notes and expressed concern that much
remained unclear,
b) Regarding HDC devolution plans, Clir Castle proposed that two full days be requested of HDC to clarify
what is being proposed. The Clerk will check with Steyning, Henfield and Billingshurst o ask if they would
like to join a workshop.
¢) Committee members agreed a list of questions to be asked of HDC representatives at Full Council 5t
March 2025:
What is the likely pathway / timescale for the devolution process?
What would be the benefits fo Parish Councils?
What expectations might be placed upon Parish Councils?
Is there likely to be an impact upon Council Tax?
How would Parish Councils interact with the Planning Authority following devolution? Will they have a voice?
For example, in terms of allocation of CIL. Will CIL reserves be protected during the transition?
What types of assets might be transferred to the Parishes?

9, S&SPC Interim Strategic Plan
a) Committee members discussed the draft Strategic Plan and agreed that for the time being it would be
regarded as an interim plan, to be regularly revised. Further discussion and agreement would be undertaken
prior to publishing.

10. S&SPC Skills audit and upskilling / training schedule
a) Committee members noted only five responses to date, to a skills audit.

11. Councillors to receive and sign Bank Reconciliations
a) Committee members noted and signed a bank reconciliation:
Lloyds Savings Account  date - 10.02.25 value - £229,764.62

12. Chairman’'s Announcements and items for the next agenda
a) Mindful of the FSCS protection limit, additional Parish Council savings accounts are required — item far the
next agenda — select providers and agree signatories.
b) Clir Castle to meet with the Economic Development Team HDC, in another capacity, but will report back.
¢} Quarterly internal control of the accounts should be undertaken.
d) Stork Festival funding — item for the next agenda.
e) Potential application for co-option — confirm that application still stands and understand time commitment
available.

13. Date of next meeting - 6.30pm 26" March 2025.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.25pm

Date: 26 March 2025
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