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Finance & Budget Committee Meeting
in the Chanctonbury Room Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington
6:30pm. Wednesday 26" March 2025

Present: ClIrs Andy Castle, John Loney and Peter Meadows
Members of the public: None for this meeting.

Minutes: Rebecca Luckin - Clerk

MINUTES

1. Apologies for absence
a) Apologies were received and accepted from Clir Mark Cramer.

2. Declarations of interest
a) Clir Peter Meadows declared a personal / prejudicial interest in Item 7, as a member of the Cricket Club.

3. Minutes of the previous meetings
a) Clir Loney proposed that the minutes of the meeting of 26™ February 2025 be approved as a correct
record of the meeting. Seconded by Clir Meadows. Agreed. The minutes were duly signed and initialled.

4. Matters arising
4a) Following advice from WSALC, Unity Trust Bank will be contacted directly, in an attempt to resolve an
issue regarding access to a Parish Council savings account.
6a) AdvantEdge access going forward — past users can pay for read-only access.
8b) Steyning, Henfield, Billingshurst and Pulborough Parish Councils are interested in joining a shared
meeting with HDC regarding transfer of assets to the parishes.
12a) Selecting a further savings account will be deferred until current savings account issues are resolved.

5. Public Participation
None for this meeting.

6. To consider and agree regarding items of expenditure:
a) Councillors considered a quote (at cost via a Parish Councillor) for a replacement laptop and two screens
for the office - £636.39+vat. ClIr Castle proposed that the purchase be approved. Seconded by Clir Loney.
Agreed.
b) Following a quote provided, the supplier offered an additional 30% discount, in support of the upcoming
Stork Festival — £246+vat. Clir Loney proposed that the purchase be approved. Seconded by Clir Meadows.

Agreed.
1%
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10.

11.

12.

13.

¢) Monitor to display ‘stork cam'’ in the entrance to Parish Hall - Clir Loney proposed expenditure up to a
maximum value of £TBA. Seconded by Clir Meadows. Agreed.

d) Councillors considered a quote for red phone box refurbishment - £900+vat. Clir Loney proposed that the
expenditure be approved. Seconded by Clir Meadows. Agreed.

e) Councillors considered a quote for street furniture refurbishment - £1650+vat. Clir Loney proposed that
the expenditure be approved. Seconded by Clir Meadows. Agreed.

To consider and agree regarding financial support for Cricket Club refurbishment project

a) Presentation slides and project costings provided prior to the meeting. Clir Meadows provided a
statement and left the meeting room, which left the meeting inquorate for this item. To be considered by
Full Council on 2™ April 2025.

The Committee will work towards setting a three, or five-year, budget in order to accommodate such projects
going forward.

Clir Meadows returned to the meeting

Approval of Payments List for March - circulated prior to the meeting.

a) ClIr Castle proposed that the list of payments for March be approved (gross value £34,588.19).
Seconded by ClIr Loney. Agreed.

To consider and agree regarding offer from mobile phone mast provider a) Committee Members agreed
not to accept the offer for the time being, since it may not be advantageous to the Parish Council in the long-
term.

Devolution preparation

a) Committee Members noted that the District Councils had made an initial devolution submission to
Government.

b) Committee members agreed to recommend to Full Council that a Working Group is formed to prepare the
Parish Council for devolution (to consult with HDC, and share ideas with the larger rural Parish Councils
(Pulborough, Steyning, Henfield and Billingshurst) and the smaller neighbours (potentially Amberley, Parham,
West Chiltington, Thakeham, Ashington and Washington, Wiston) — with a view to reviewing the Strategic
Plan quarterly).

Consider and agree recommending that Full Council adopt S&SPC Strategic Plan
a) Subject to amendments, Committee Members agreed to recommend to Full Council that the document be
adopted and published on the website.

S&SPC Skills audit and upskilling / training schedule
a) Cllr Castle noted that only six forms had been completed to date, and will request that remaining

Councillors respond.

Councillors received and signed Bank Reconciliations:

a) Lloyds Current Acc Statement date — 28.02.25 Balance: £40,776.61
b) Lloyds Savings Account Statement date: 10.03.25 Balance: £219,937.59
c) Full Bank Reconciliation Date: 19.03.25 Total balance: £344,248.71
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14. Councillors to note Internal Control
a) Councillors noted Internal Control undertaken by Clir Loney on 12.03.25.

15. Chairman’s Announcements and items for the next agenda
None for this meeting.

16. Date of next meeting — 6.30pm Thursday 24t April 2025.

CONFIDENTIAL SESSION - No members of the public present at the meeting.

17. Consider and agree regarding employee salary options

a) Committee Members agreed to make recommendation to Full Council regarding salary increases in recognition
of training and qualifications (attached to these minutes as a confidential appendix).

Meeting closed at 8.33pm

Signed:
Chairman

Y ZABA

ACTION LIST - FINANCE MEETING - 26.03.25

24 /b /7055

Ref: ACTION Whom v
60 Investigate monitor options and costs Clir
Meadows




