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Full Parish Council Meeting

of Storrington and Sullington Parish Council
in the Chanctonbury Room, Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington, RH20 3PP

6:30 pm Wednesday 5" February 2025

Present: Clir Mark Cramer (Chair), Cllr Andy Castle (Vice-Chair), Cllr Bill Aitkenhead, ClIr Richard Hurley,
Cllr John Loney, ClIr Theresa Bennett, Clir Charlotte Burnell and Cllr Peter Meadows.

Also in Attendance: Joan Gretch (HDC), Emma Beard (HDC).
Members of the public: Six including Neighbourhood Wardens.

Clerk: Rebecca Luckin

MINUTES

114. Apologies for absence
a) Apologies were received and accepted from Clir Ward, Cllr Moremon, ClIr Miller, ClIr Fisher (HDC) and ClIr Marshall
(WSCC). Apologies also received from Councillors needing to leave the meeting early for unavoidable reasons.

115. Declarations of interest
None for this meeting.

116. Minutes of the previous meetings
ClIr Castle proposed that the minutes of the meeting of 22" January 2025 be approved as a correct record of the
meeting. Seconded by ClIr Loney. Agreed. The minutes were duly signed.

117. Matters arising
None for this meeting.

118. Public Participation
None for this meeting.

119. Presentation by Storrington Primary School - postponed until Full Council meeting 05.03.25

120. County Council Matters
No report for this meeting.

121. District Council Matters

a) ClIr Gretch reported that:

HDC had moved to Albury House, with the first Council meeting scheduled for March.

Devolution updates — local elections due in May 2025 have been cancelled, and replaced by new unitary authority
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elections due in May 2026. West Sussex, East Sussex and Brighton & Hove are going forward with devolution and
becoming a Mayoral authority. HDC assets may be transferred to local parishes, including Sandgate Park locally, further
clarity to be provided. Car parks may become available (with the attendant expenditure and revenue). Parishes should
be thinking about which assets they wish to take on. The SDNPA welcomes devolution.

b) ClIr Beard reported that:

HDC had signed up to a Rivers Declaration — no legal status as yet, but the step provides a framework for bringing
together previous work undertaken, prioritising nature-based solutions and working in partnership with the
communities, schools and parishes. Parish Councillors advised that they would be pleased to see a focus on the
Storrington chalk stream and Mill Pond.

HDC Councillors left the meeting at 7.00pm.

122. Neighbourhood Wardens’ update

a) Wardens reported that:

An autism parents and carers group is working well and is so successful that other parishes are taking up the idea.
Funding has been obtained for the provision of a free multi-sport event for 15 — 20 young people, who need a safe
space. Thanks to Andi Dunstan for his help in securing HDC funding for a further year.

‘Cuppa and a Chat’ takes place monthly with 25+ attendees every month — helping those who are socially isolated.
Attendees can be collected via the Community Minibus, with the Rotary Club covering the costs of fuel.

A Modern Games Club (Dungeons and Dragons) for anyone aged 5 — 95 years of age is making provision for those who
are not so ‘sporty’, but is open to all, twice a month on a Saturday (19 attended the first event).

Community Garden at the Leisure Centre — meetings continue in order to progress. Andi Dunstan had obtained 200
trees from the Woodland Trust, some of which have already been planted around the hedgerow of the Hormare Field.
Parish Councillors thanked the Neighbourhood Wardens for their excellent work.

Wardens left the meeting.

123. Leisure Centre improvement proposals

a) Andi Dunstan updated Councillors regarding proposed improvements at the Chanctonbury Leisure Centre (CLC),
which is approaching it's fourth anniversary of opening. There are now over 1,800 members, resulting in 17 — 20,000
visits per month. The CLC provide activities for all demographics and abilities. Since opening, in conjunction with the
Parish Council, in excess of £400k has been invested in maintenance and improvements, including gym refurbishment —
mainly funded by CLC reserves and a charity bank loan (now paid back). At peak times, the CLC is at full capacity,
therefore ways of making further use of available space are being investigated. An option is an extension at the front
entrance, bringing the café and reception desk forward, and freeing internal space, with the option of a mezzanine floor.
Andi Dunstan requested Parish Council support for the project, and confirmed that funding would be sought from HDC
and Sports Council England.

Due to discussion and agreement of the proposal not being an item on the agenda, Councillors indicated that they
would be receptive to further consideration and noted that any agreement would be conditional. To be discussed at
next Recreation & Property Committee meeting (19.02.25). In the meantime, Andi will provide data regarding
anticipated traffic movements, mindful that Storrington acts as a service centre for outlying areas.

Andi Dunstan left the meeting at 7.12pm.

124. Referrals and recommendations from Committees:

a) Clir Loney proposed that a letter of support be sent to Steyning Parish Council regarding TRO/HOR2405/RC A283
Steyning bypass- https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/Tiemymio/hor-2405-rc.pdf . Seconded by Clir Cramer.
Agreed.
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b) Cllr Loney proposed that a project to progress a 20mph speed limit (where it makes sense) be supported by the full
Parish Council (the process will include public consultation and extensive data processing and analysis). Cllr Loney
requested that '’20mph speed limits be introduced on all streets within the Parish where people live, work, shop, play, or
learn. Allowing 30mph only on roads where a full and thorough assessment has demonstrated that the needs and safety of
vulnerable road users are fully addressed, and a higher limit is justified’. Seconded by Clir Bennett. Agreed.

Councillors were mindful that a local independent petition had not attracted many respondents, however, no supporting
information had been provided at the time of the petition being launched, therefore the timing may have been
premature.

¢) ClIr Loney proposed that Full Council approve recommended sites for Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) as indicated on
a report circulated at the meeting. No licence is required if sited on private land and SIDs can be moved between sites.
Seconded by CliIr Burnell. Agreed.

d) Following the need for Parish Council properties to be revalued for insurance/reinstatement and lease/rental
purposes, councillors considered a more competitive quote provided. ClIr Aitkenhead proposed that the Football and
Cricket Pavilions (leased assets) be revalued for insurance and rental value purposes, at a cost of £500+vat each, and
that the Parish Hall (non-leased) be revalued for insurance/reinstatement purposes at a cost of £250+vat. Total value -
£1,250+vat. Seconded by Clir Loney. Agreed.

e) R&P had considered quotes to replace fencing at the CLC bin and grassed area. Clir Aitkenhead proposed that the
bin area should be fenced immediately. Seconded by Clir Loney. Agreed. Further discussion will take place with the
contractor, regarding the fencing of the grassed area, suggest replacing ‘like with like'.

f) Clir Bennett proposed that the Parish Council agree to £150 sponsorship of the Storrington Duck Race. Seconded by
Clir Loney. Agreed.

g) Clir Loney proposed that Parish Council litter bins, and additional street furniture, be refurbished and repainted at a
cost of £6,250. Seconded by Clir Burnell. Agreed.

Members of the public left the meeting at 7.50pm

125. Update from Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) Steering Group

a) ClIr Aitkenhead reported that the Steering Group were half-way through their NDP review, with the next meeting due
10.02.25. The consultant being used is also reviewing the NDP for West Chiltington — any outcome, or feedback, may
have an impact upon the policies used for Storrington & Sullington’s revised NDP. All revision is subject to the progress
of HDC's Local Plan. Mindful of HDC's advice that assets could be transferred to the parishes following devolution, the
revised NDP will make provision.

126. Approval of new signatories for Parish Council bank accounts

a) Mindful that the previous Clerk and two Councillors remained the only signatories on the Parish Council's Unity
Savings Account and Nationwide Savings Account, Cllr Loney proposed that Rebecca Luckin (Parish Clerk), Katie Piper
(Asst Clerk), Cllrs John Loney, Andy Castle and Peter Meadows be approved as signatories on the accounts. Seconded
by ClIr Castle. Agreed.

127. Councillors to note and sign bank reconciliations
a) Councillors noted and signed the bank reconciliation for:
Lloyds Treasurers / Business Acc 31.01.25 £42,729.88

128. Councillors to approve payments list
a) Councillors noted and approved the list of payments for January 2025 — value £15,357.62.



ClIrs Burnell and Benett left the meeting at 8.00pm.

129. Progress Parish Council Business / Strategic Plan
a) Draft document to be discussed and agreed by Finance Committee. Agenda item for 26.02.25

130. Approval and adoption of Health & Safety Policy
a) ClIr Loney proposed that the draft Health & Safety Policy be adopted. Seconded by Clir Meadows. Agreed.

131. Approval and adoption of Lone Working Policy
a) Cllr Cramer proposed that the draft Lone Working Policy be adopted. Seconded by ClIr Castle. Agreed.

132. Agree Pensions Discretions Policy
a) Clir Cramer proposed that the draft Pensions Discretions Policy be adopted. Seconded by Clir Castle. Agreed

133. Consider and agree criteria for inclusion on Preferred Contractors
a) ClIr Castle proposed that the criteria for inclusion on the Parish Council Approved Contract List be approved.
Seconded by ClIr Meadows. Agreed.

134. Agree date and speaker for Annual Parish Meeting
a) Cllr Cramer proposed that the Annual Parish Meeting date be set for 23.04.25 and that representatives from 20 Is
Plenty and the Knepp Wilding Foundation be invited to speak. Seconded by Clir Hurley. Agreed.

135. Chair's Announcements and items for the next agenda

a) Councillors noted a letter from Andrew Griffith MP.

b) HDC Leader (Martin Boffey) and Chief Exec (Jane Eaton) will attend Full Council on 5™ March to speak regarding the
devolution white paper. The meeting will be held in the main hall, in order that neighbouring parishes can attend.
Councillors to provide a list of topics for the Leader and Chief Exec to address.

¢) Councillors noted that a West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service public consultation closes 27.02.25.

d) Storrington Primary School will present at the meeting of 05.03.25 regarding development plans.

e) An application for co-option had been received — item for the next Full Council agenda.

f) The Finance Committee will undertake a skills audit of Councillors, in conjunction with the drafting of a Business /
Strategic Plan — item for next Finance agenda 26.02.25.

CONFIDENTIAL SESSION:

The Chairman proposed, that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, and in accordance with
Standing Orders 3 (d), to exclude the press and public on the grounds that the confidential matters to be discussed
under item 136, 137 and 138 below would be prejudicial in the public interest. Seconded by CllIr Castle.
Agreed.

136. Councillors to consider an application for co-option

a) Councillors had received an application from Leanne Grace to be co-opted to the Parish Council. Cllr Cramer
proposed that Leanne Grace be co-opted, and join the ICE and R&P Committees. Seconded by Clir Loney. Agreed.
Following the meeting, Clir Grace signed an Acceptance of Office form.

ClIr Hurley left the meeting at 8.20pm.

137. Councillors to consider and agree regarding employee salaries

a) Councillors unanimously agreed that the hourly rates of the Maintenance and Premises Officers should be increased
with effect from 15t February 2025.

b) In line with the NALC pay award backdated to April 2024, Councillors unanimously agreed that the backdated pay
award should be applied to the Clerk, Asst Clerk and previous Clerk.
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138. Councillors to consider and agree that the Clerk be added to LGPS
a) Councillors unanimously agreed that the Clerk should be added to the LGPS from 15t February 2025.

139. Date of next meeting — 5" March 2025 6.30pm

The meeting closed at 8.27pm

Signed: Date: 5" March 2025
Chairman



