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Annual Parish Council Meeting
of Storrington and Sullington Parish Council
in the Chanctonbury Room, Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington, RH20 3PP

6:30 pm Wednesday 7" May 2025

Present: Clir Mark Cramer, Clir Andy Castle, Clir John Loney, Clir Melissa Moremon, ClIr Charlotte Burnell, ClIr Peter
Meadows, ClIr Leanne Grace, ClIr Richard Hurley and ClIr Theresa Bennett.

In attendance: Clir Joan Grech (HDC), Clir Claudia Fisher (HDC), Katy Bourne (Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner),
Superintendent Chris Veale and Inspector Neil Durkan (Sussex Police)

Members of the public: Seven

Clerk: Rebecca Luckin

MINUTES

1. Election of Chair for 25/26 (.75 and 5.83 Local Govt Act 1972 / Standing Orders 5 (e) (f) and (i)
a) Clir Loney proposed Clir Cramer for the role of Chair. Seconded by Clir Castle. Agreed.
b) The Chair signed an acceptance of office form.

2. Election of Vice-Chair for 25/26 (s.75 and 5.83 Local Govt Act 1972 / Standing Orders 5 (e) and (g)
a) Clir Bennett proposed that Clir Loney take the role of Vice-Chair. Seconded by Clir Aitkenhead.
Castle also put himself forward for the role. A vote was held and Clir Loney was elected as Vice-Chair for the
forthcoming year. Agreed.

b) The Vice-Chair signed an acceptance of office form.
Clir Hurley left the meeting at 6.33pm

3. Councillors to provide updated Register of Interest forms to the Clerk (5.30 Localism Act 2077)
a) Clir Loney requested a dispensation for his home address not to be published by HDC. He will complete a new
form for the Clerk to submit to HDC along with the request.

4. Apologies for Absence (Sch12 and 5.85 of Local Govt Act 1972)
a) Apologies were received and accepted from CliIr Richard Hurley (medical), ClIr Liz Greengrass (work
commitments), Cllr Emma Beard (HDC meeting) and Clir Paul Marshall (WSCC meeting).
b) Councillors noted the resignation of Clir lan Ward.

5. Declarations of Interest (rRegulations 2012 (S 2012/1464))
a) None for this meeting.

6. Minutes of the previous meeting (Sch12 para 41(7) LGA 1972)
a) Cllr Cramer proposed that the minutes of the meeting of 2" April be approved as a correct record of the
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meeting. Seconded by Clir Loney. Agreed. The minutes were duly signed.
Itemns 144 and 147 to be carried forward as matters arising.

Matters arising

a) Cllr Cramer thanked ClIr Castle for his contribution as Vice-Chair over the past year, and Councillors as a group,
who managed to balance their work and Parish Council commitments. The community recognise that it has been a
productive year.

b) Stork Festival — Clir Cramer reported that the naming of the European Stork Village Festival had surpassed all
expectations and had been a resounding success, thanking everyone who was involved.

Presentation by Katy Bourne (Sussex Police and Crime Commissioner)

a) Katy Bourne reassured Councillors and members of the public that she would continue to work hard to keep in
touch with the parishes, especially mindful of upcoming devolution and changes to local democracy. She reported
that Sussex Police had withdrawn from the Sussex Safer Roads Partnership (SSRP) last year - statistics had not
changed in 12 years. Operationally, Sussex Police remain responsible for the safety of the roads and enforcing.

The PCC role disappears in 2026. The incoming Mayor should have a strategy for roads and transport, especially for
the rural areas. Parish Councils will provide the stability in the interim. Local Government reform presents some real
opportunities, the Mayor will have the convening power to work across the unitary authority. Parish Councils have
an opportunity when powers are devolved, although precept increases may be capped for Parish Councils going
forward. Katy Bourne encouraged Councillors to voice their ambitions - ‘if you don't ask, you won't get’.

Q&A:

Clir Loney — Can we ask for the funding, that currently goes to central government, to come to the unitary
authorities?

KB - All to be decided, but | will request the funding.

Clir Loney — We have one road with 43,000 speeding incidents recorded - based on a £45 speeding fine, it could
generate a lot of income?

KB — The Police don't do the engineering or the education. | can't make a promise since | may not be able to
deliver. Speed awareness training applies in cases of 35 — 39 mph in a 30mph zone. In a year, the partnership
usually receives £800K per annum. The issue is the speed.

Clir Loney — We can't do it by Policing, but we could do it by technology?

Superintendent Chris Veale ~ We're as keen as you are to deliver safety to the roads and will focus on people whose
lives have been changed.

KB - This is why the partnership’s not been working. What { would like tc see going forward is a sensible
partnership that listens to local people.

Councillors thanked Katy Bourne for taking the time to speak to attend the meeting.

Presentation by Superintendent Chris Veale and Inspector Neil Durkan (Sussex Police)
a) Superintendent Chris Veale (Head of Roads Policing for Surrey and Sussex) reported that his priorities are
reducing collisions with a focus on the 'fatal five’ and a problem-solving approach - speed, distraction, seat belts,
drink and drugs, careless or dangerous driving. The SSRP became too big and stifled innovation. Aspects have
been brought in-house to enable Police to be more agile and flexible and focus on education, engagement and
enforcement. The Sussex Police officer team is up to maximum strength with a strong team ethos, with camera
vans, technicians, case officers, plenty of investigations and support for community speed watch teams. He advised
that Storrington Speedwatch is the most active in the country, with over 5,000 letters sent to drivers.
Operations Crackdown provides residents with a voice and enables the Police to address motoring offences and
persistent offenders. Collision data — 51 serious collisions 2022-2025 in the area. 13 in the village centre, often
involving motorbikes. Sussex Police will focus on accident black spot areas.
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b) Inspector Neil Durkan will promote Operation Crackdown in June along with the Parish Council.

Public participation (The Pubtic Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960}

a) Member of the public - WSCC Highways declined to attend this meeting, which is very disappointing. Too much
information is required in order to report an incident successfully via Operation Crackdown.

b) Member of the public — Manley’s Hill is particularly challenging at the moment, especially without a pedestrian
crossing.

c) ClIr Fisher (HDC) raised the concern of a regular offender riding a motorbike at speed on the Pulborough Rd —
incidents had been reported via Operation Crackdown, without any action appearing to have been taken. At a
meeting of the Storrington Traffic Group, it was noted that residents’ mental health is being impacted, however this
is difficult to measure. Volume, speed and type of traffic can all cause a nuisance. Why is Sussex Police so reluctant
to support 20mph campaigns in villages? Why is there a feel of it being political?

CV - Sussex Police would support a campaign if the data showed that it would be beneficial. Average speed
cameras can work well in places where there is a continuous speed limit on a length of road.

Cllr Loney - People give up if they don't see results.

CV - We are in the process of procuring a better system, but would encourage you to continue using Operation
Crackdown for the time being. We are approaching a new dawn,

Clir Burnell - For a village that does a phenomenal amount, we've been very proactive, what is the model that says if
we're going to focus on a 'kill area’ we can't ignore facts — it's not just a few people speeding. What can be done for
places like Storrington to help them move forward?

CV - There can be a Community Highways Scheme requesting that road data to be reviewed by a triage group, the
speed will be evaluated and the traffic data will be scrutinised. Enforcement can be provided - we don't only focus
on the worst areas,

Clir Aitkenhead — We've had two serious incidents, what more needs to happen to make the situation move
forwards?

Clir Cramer — How do WSCC Highways algorithms work? We're jumping through hoops and nothing seems to
change?

CV - Austerity has made it harder. There's lots of good will, but current systems can be challenging.

Clir Bennett — 1 used Operation Crackdown recently, following an incident of tailgating by a transit van. | provided
plenty of information, but wasn't able to provide photographs, and did not receive a positive response.

CV - You should not have received that response — it is a work in progress.

Cllr Cramer thanked Superintendent Chris Veale and Inspector Neil Durkan attending the meeting.
PCC Katy Bourne and two members of the public left the meeting at 7.52pm

Report from the Neighbourhood Wardens
a) Councillors noted the Wardens' Report for April 2025.

Reports from HDC Councillors

a) ClIr Fisher (HDC) reported that a new constitution had been approved, including committees and the planning
committee structure, HDC Councillors cannot vote on an application within their ward or meet with developers.
Facebook postings include concerns regarding the one-way signage in the Library car park, which she is looking
into. Clir Fisher has asked HDC to consider the provision of swimming pool for Storrington.

HDC Councillors, a member of public and Inspector Chris Veale left the meeting at 8pm.

Financial matters

a) Councillors noted the draft (unaudited) accounts for 24/25.

b) Councillors approved a list of suppliers to be paid by direct debit (Financiat Regs 7.9)
British Gas, HDC, BT, Adobe, EDF, CK Copier, PWLB, Scribé and Business Stream.

¢) Review the effectiveness of Internal Control (Financiat Regs) - Councillors noted Internal Contre! undertakesin March
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by ClIr Loney — evidence requested by the External Auditor.

d) To appoint the Internal Auditor for 25/26 (Practitioner's Guide 4.6 states that they must be independent and competent)

Noting that they were qualified, competent, recommended by WSALC, and were independent of the Parish Council,
Clir Castle proposed that the Parish Council appoint Mulberry & Co as their Internal Auditor for 25/26. Seconded
by Clir Loney. Agreed.

insurance arrangements for 25/26
a) Noting that the Parish Council were in a three-year agreement with Clear Councils insurance provider,
Clir Cramer proposed that the agreement continue. Seconded by ClIr Castle. Agreed.

To review and agree subscriptions to other bodies
a) SLCC (£360 24/25) - agreed.
b) WSALC / NALC (£2,291.47 25/26) — agreed.

Appointment to outside bodies and areas of responsibility within the Parish Council

a) HALC - Clir Aitkenhead.

b) WSALC — Clir Castle.

€) SLCC - Clerk / Asst Clerk.

d) Storrington Community Partnership — Clir Castle.

&) Public Rights of Way monitoring — Cllr Castle will contact a local resident to ask if they are interested.
f) Highways - Clir Loney.

g) Neighbourhood Development Plan — Clirs Aitkenhead, Meadows and Loney.

h) White Stork Project / Nature Recovery Working Group - Clirs Greengrass, Moremon and Cramer.
i) Neighbourhood Wardens’ Steering Group - Clirs Grace, Loney and Castle.

J) Air Quality Steering Group — Clir Loney.

k} HDC Climate Action Group - ClIr Greengrass.

[} Internal Financial Control — Clir Castle.

m) Winter and Emergency Planning — Clir Grace.

n) Employment matters — Chair and Vice-Chair.

Inspector Neil Durkan left the meeting at 8.25pm

Committee Terms of Reference
a) Committees will review their own terms of reference in their first meeting of new municipal year, and report back
to Full Council for approval.

Committee membership

a) Finance & Governance — Chair, plus Clirs Castle, Loney and Meadows.

b) Planning & Development — Chair, plus Clirs Loney, Bennett, Aitkenhead, Moremon and Meadows.

€) Recreation & Property — Chair, plus Clirs Miller, Aitkenhead, Hurley, Loney, Grace and Castle,

d) Infrastructure, Communications and Environment — Chair, plus Clirs Moremon, Grace, Miller, Hurley, Loney, Castle
and Meadows.

e) Traffic & Transport — Chair, plus Clirs Loney, Bennett, Burnell and Aitkenhead.

Clir Cramer proposed that the above Committee memberships be approved. Seconded by ClIr Grace. Agreed.

Review and agree Parish Council fees and charges (hall charges last reviewed 2022)

a) The Clerk reported that the office is currently undertaking a review of local charges (mindful of recent additional
costs of food waste being collected by HDC). Hall users have stated that if the Main Hall speakers were replaced,
they would be willing to pay more 1o hire the room. Item deferred to next meeting.
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Meeting schedule for 25/26
Clir Cramer proposed that the draft meeting schedule be approved. Seconded by Clir Meadows. Agreed.

To review and re-adopt Standing Orders

ClIr Castle proposed that current Standing Orders be re-adopted for 25/26. Seconded by Cllr Cramer. Agreed.
To review and adopt Financial Regulations

a) Clir Castle proposed that the updated (2024 version) of the NALC recommended Financial Regulations be
adopted. Seconded by Clir Cramer. Agreed.

To review and re-adopt the Parish Council’s banking arrangements (2024 rFinancial Regulations 6.1)
ay Clir Castle proposed that Parish Council payments continue to be made by BACS (Financial Regs 7.10)
Seconded by Clir Meadows. Agreed.

To review and re-adopt the Code of Conduct
Clir Loney proposed that the Councillor Code of Conduct be re-adopted. Seconded by Clir Meadows. Agreed.

To review and re-adopt the Scheme of Delegation
Clir Castle proposed that the revised Scheme of Delegation be adopted. Seconded by Clir Cramer. Agreed.

Policies and Risk Assessments
a) Health & Safety Policy,

b) Lone Working Policy,

¢) Preferred Contractor Policy,

d) Complaints Policy,

e) Social Media and Press Policy,
) Pensions Discretions Policy,

g) Financial Risk Assessment,

h) Non-Financial Risk Assessment,
i} Pond Risk Assessment,

Clir Cramer proposed that the above policies and risk assessments be re-adopted. Seconded by Clir Meadows.
Agreed.

Chairman’s announcements and items for the next agenda
a) Storrington Duck Race Sunday 11™ May - Councillors to attend and support their team - Totally Quackers
b) Councillor recruitment — footer to be added to email signature encouraging potential Councillors to apply.

Date of the next meeting — 6.30pm Wednesday 4™ June 2025

The meeting closed at 8.45pm

Signe% Date: 4'" June 2025

Chair






