STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON

PARISH COUNCIL

The Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington,
West Sussex, RH20 3PP

01903 746547
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Clerk: Rebecca Luckin (CiLCA)
Clerk@storrington-pc.gov.uk

Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council
in the Main Hall, at the Parish Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington

at 6.30pm on 23" July 2025

Present: Clir Mark Cramer, Clir Andy Castle, Clir John Loney, Clir Bill Aitkenhead, ClIr Richard Hurley,
Clir Peter Meadows, Clir Tony Mills, ClIr Virginia Hicks and Clir Brian Sadler.

In attendance: Claudia Fisher (HDC) and Joan Gretch (HDC), Sgt Dave Broome and PCSO Robbins.
Members of the public: 15

Clerk — Rebecca Luckin

MINUTES

75. Apologies for absence

a) Apologies were received and accepted from ClIr Burnell, Clir Miller, Clir Bennet, Clir Moremon and
Cllr Emma Beard (HDCQ).

76. Declarations of interest
a) ClIr Sadler declared a personal interest in item 81, as a member of the Cricket Club.

77. Minutes of the previous meetings

a) Clir Aitkenhead proposed that the minutes of the meeting of 2" July 2025 be approved as a correct
record of the meeting. Seconded by Clir Mills. Agreed. The minutes were duly signed.

78. Matters arising

59 ) A letter of support had been sent by Andrew Griffiths MP regarding the proposed Community Highways
Scheme - agenda item below. Copy attached as an appendix to these minutes.

An additional email of support from Clir Paul Marshall (WSCC) had also been received confirming that
community-led schemes are official WSCC policy.

79. Public Participation

Statement: Clir Claudia Fisher stated that she was fully in support of the Parish Council's Community
Highways Scheme proposal.

Q - Does the map provided show the proposed roads that Councillors would like WSCC to consider in a CHS?
| feel it is sensible to split it into areas — you can demonstrate each of these areas can be justified?

A —ClIr Loney - Yes, the map shows coloured sections to help identify and communicate the areas that we
are proposing to WSCC.

Q - Who should | speak to in order to get an understanding?

A — Information is available on the Parish Council website, which we will update over time.

Statement: A member of the public stated that the residents of Amberley Rd would be strongly in favour of

the CHS.



Q - I'm a long-term resident of Storrington, | live close to Amberley Rd. There has been little consultation of
residents. | don't’ believe that reducing the speed limit will impact the air quality. The issue that needs
addressing is the A27. 20mph will not reduce pollution.

A - Chair - this is not a done deal, it is a proposal and the residents of Storrington will make the decision.
WSCC will check the viability of the scheme, if approved, a consultation will go out. Councillors don't decide.
Q - We have no idea whether those that have signed a petition are Storrington residents?

A — Chair — we did not run the petition — residents will decide.

Q - I wish to query the process regarding the way the names were gathered. People didn't know what they
were signing for. | feel the petition is invalid. Ricardo did surveys, they said 20mph would not improve air
quality.

A — ClIr Loney - Ricardo said it would make it no worse.

Q - We're spending time and money. Currently, drivers are not reaching the speed limit. According to WSCC
numbers 9% of drivers are speeding, not 40% which is misinformation. Your information is misleading.

A - ClIr Loney - Storrington starts at the edges, it's more likely that 60% are speeding. We are trying to make
a community that is safe for walking and cycling, including the edges of the villages where we have many
speeding vehicles. We will publish the data that we refer to. The numbers are taken from WSCC data loops
and are analysed every month, we have a phenomenal amount of speeding on the outlying areas — 1,000's of
speeding vehicles is concerning.

A - The speed watch velunteers are not located in the right places.

Q - Chair - please email the office and we'll provide the data.

Statement: - 1 live at Church St, I've had many near misses when exiting the junction. At 20mph they have
time to stop. At 30mph they do not.

Q - More recently there have been some SIDS — how has that changed the results of the survey? If they
aren't working, why are they not working? You'll just be prosecuting people and not solving the problem. |
would not support that, but agree with the lady who spoke previously.

A - ClIr Loney ~ SIDs are an education tool and not prosecuting people. Tonight is about whether we want to
put a proposal to WSCC, and if they can find a solution that would solve the problem they will take that to
our residents.

Statement: — It's not just about the High St, it's about the wider area, why is there such anger when we can
find enough information that shows that it can make the roads safer and a nicer place? Children and older
pecple should be able to enjoy the environment,

Q - You say you want to create a village where people can walk and cycle, how many Councillors do that?

A - ClIr Loney — Many don't because they don't feel safe,

Q - Alot of pollution is caused by slow moving vehicles.

A - ClIr Fisher - the CEO of HDC has confirmed that 20mph reduces pollution, it lessens stop/start activity. It
doesn't need to be enforced, most drivers adhere to the limit. it leads to a 75% reduction in child deaths.

Q - You put out statement today referring to advice from HDC. What date did the election process begin?

A - Once the pre-election period had begun, the meeting could not have taken place.

Q - The point is, that meeting should never had taken place, it went against election rules. Reports of
meeting varied. People feel angry not at the proposed speed restrictions, | don’t agree with us being
mislead, | feel it is being driven by a District Councillor. The map appears today, is there any reason why this
document has not been produced earlier?

A — Chair - Please email your questions to the Parish Council.

Q - I've asked for meetings to be recorded. Why wouldn't you record the meetings? That's what's forcing us
onto social media, we don't feel heard.

A - Chair — There is no reluctance to record, we can do that going forward, we wish to be transparent.

Q - When | ask people about this, they feel it has been an underhand process that has been driven by a secret
cohort. 2

A - There was a leaflet drop around Storrington, there's nothing underhand there. ; g



Q - I moved to Storrington because | liked the idea that | could walk to the shops. Parts of the High St | now
don't visit because the roads are unsafe and noisy. Anything that calms the traffic down must be good for
everyone. | cycle, but [ feel | am taking my life into my hands in Storrington,

Statement: — Thanking the Parish Council for their resilience in these matters. It's sad that politics has taken
over. Safety and data sharing is key - it's very persuasive.

Q- The actions that you're taking as a council include the paths not being safe, is that due to failure to
maintain hedges and pavements? | speak from experience, it's dangerous.

A - There isn't room to extend the pavements. All we can do is mitigate by reducing speed.

Yes — overgrown hedging can be an issue.

Q - I'm happy for a limit through the High St, but my concern is that you think it will solve the pavement
issues. Private residents are not cutting back their hedges — a letter could be dropped?

A - ClIr Loney - agreed.

Statement: - One of the problems is number of houses being built on the coast which generates commuters
who come through the village.

A —It's a great debate, I'm all for safer communities, the big issue is the volume of traffic. What would you
suggest to reduce the volume of traffic?

Q - Chair - A national level of action and expenditure is required. A Storrington bypass is not an option.

Clir Aitkenhead — Reducing volume is a problem. Before | joined the Parish Council | submitted a TRO for my
road, which was rejected. Every day | see school children 'playing chicken’ with cars approaching from two
blind bends, it's the same in other roads that are near the High St. Most of the people who are speeding are
local, which explains the map.

Clir Fisher (RDC) - at Storrington Traffic Group it became clear that not one solution will solve the problem,
we can't have everything at once.

Clir Hurley — Average speed cameras act as a deterrent to drivers, they are effective.

Q - Will it be a consultation or a referendum?

A - Clir Loney - you will be asked a question, which you will be able to answer ‘yes' or 'no’ and give reasons.
This is the usual CHS system run by WSCC

Q - A referendum would be clear cut. If all people on the electoral roll could be informed, that would be the
best process.

A - ClIr Loney - As a Parish Council we will make sure it is communicated. We are not trying to do this to the

public, we are offering the public the opportunity to endorse our scheme, and are following the CHS process.
We will communicate the process when known.

Chair - Please do contact us with any further concerns. The community will decide. The Chair thanked
members of the public for attending and was glad to hear from both sides.

A member of the public thanked the Chair for extending the public session.

The public session closed at 7.30pm

80. Committee membership
a) Clir Loney proposed that Clir Brian Sadler join the Finance & Governance Committee and that Clir Virginia
Hicks join the Traffic & Transport Committee. Seconded by ClIr Aitkenhead. Agreed.

81. Recommendations from Committees:

Recreation & Property:

a) Cricket Club / Leisure Hub proposals - ClIr Bill Aitkenhead updated Councillors regarding recent
discussions. The Cricket Club had submitted a CIL bid to HDC. In the meantime, the Parish Council is taking
professional advice regarding the structure of the Cricket pavilion, which will be key in the decision making
going forward. A meeting with the Cricket Club will take3place on 24t July.

b} Due to being unsure of the exact project being considered, Councillors felt unable to vote on whether to



support a Cricket Club request to access CIL funding. Further clarity will be available over the next few weeks.
Councillors are mindful of the time pressures that the Cricket Club is under.

Traffic & Transport:

¢) Clr Sadler raised a point of order regarding a communication that was circulated, stating that a second
meeting could not be held because of elections, and requested that the statement be changed.
Councillors will amend the statement and the office will repost.

d) Councillors considered and discussed a recommendation from Committee, regarding a Community
Highways Scheme for Storrington.

Clir Cramer proposed that the Community Highways Scheme document be submitted to WSCC for their
consideration. ClIr Castle requested that the vote be recorded.

Voted for — ClIrs Aitkenhead, Meadows, Castle, Hicks, Mills, Loney, Cramer.

Voted against — Clir Sadler.

Abstention — Clir Hurley.

Agreed,

Clir Mills wished it to be recorded that school children use the roads, and that the Parish Council should
consider all the residents who are trying to go about their daily business.

Cllr Loney was thanked for is work.

Information, Communication & Environment:
Consideration of Communication Policy — deferred to next Committee meeting.

82. Chair's Announcements and items for the next agenda
a) The Chair extended a 'big thank you’ to those who attended the meeting and repeated that all members of
the public are welcome to attend meetings.

83.Date of next meeting - 6™ August 2025

The meeting closed at 8.04pm

Signed: Date: 6™ August 2025
Chair A (LAMEL

Ref: ACTION: Whom: v
80 Add new members to F&G and T&T circulation list ClirLoney | V
81 a Amend statement and repost Clirs

Asst Clerk




ANDREW GRIFFITH MP

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR ARUNDEL AND SOUTH DOWNS

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SW1A 0AA

Rebecca Luckin (CiLCA) - Parish Clerk and RFO
Storrington & Sullington Parish Council

23" July 2025
Our Ref: 250723/MT

Dear Clerk,

Thank you for sending me a copy of the parish council’s draft document for a Community
Highways Scheme. I would like to offer the following comment, which I would be grateful if
someone could read out on my behalf because I am unable to attend this avening’s meeting.

“I am abways supportive of parishes who identify a compelling need for road changes — either by
lowering speed limits or implementing highways infrastructure. or a combination of both — to make
the roads safer for both drivers and pedestrians. The parish has put together a substantial document
to make the case for change on Storrington’s roads.

As the local Member of Parliament. I am always happy to support parish councils so long as it can
demonstrate a strong consensus of support from residents and local businesses. The local residents
will get another opportunity to comment on any plans that West Sussex County Council Highways
determines to take forward and [ strongly encourage that community engagement.

The starting point of this campaign has been to address air quality and the weight and speed of
traffic passing through Storrington every day. There have been a worrying number of vehicle and
pedestrian collisions where speed was a factor. The only real sustainable solution is to remove the
volume of heavy vehicles from the road by upgrading the A27. We should remind ourselves that
Storrington’s roads would not be so heavily congested if the A27 Arundel Bypass could be built —
a long-needed road where the A27 is already at capacity meaning that too many drivers choose to
travel through our South Downs villages instead. But the Arundel Bypass was a scheme that was
heavily objected to by Green Party councillors and candidates and as a result of delays. was then
cancelled by this Labour government.

It is essential that Horsham District Council impose a moratorium on any housing developments in
Starrington if they are serious about traffic.

Storrington is a wonderful village packed with brilliant businesses and a vibrant community and
needs to be seen as more than just a place to pass through, but a place to stop and enjoy. Iwill give

Stommngton’s Community Highways Scheme my support and I will write to West Sussex County
Coundil to express this.

Kind regards,
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Andrew Griffith MP
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