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Clerk: Rebecca Luckin (CiLCA)
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Full Parish Council Meeting
in the Chanctonbury Room, Parish Hall,
Thakeham Road, Storrington, RH20 3PP

6:30 pm Wednesday 3™ September 2025

Present: Clir Mark Cramer, Cllr Andy Castle, ClIr John Loney, Cllr Bill Aitkenhead, Clir Charlotte Burnell,

Cllr Peter Meadows, Clir Theresa Bennett, ClIr Brian Sadler, ClIr Virginia Hicks, Clir Richard Hurley, Clir Cassie Miller and
Cllr Tony Mills.

In attendance: Joan Grech (HDC), ClIr Paul Marshall (WSCC).
Members of the public: One

Clerk: Rebecca Luckin

MINUTES

101. Apologies for absence

a) Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Clirs Emma Beard (HDC meeting), Claudia Fisher (HDC
meeting), and Melissa Moremon.

102. Declarations of interest
a) ClIr Sadler declared an interest as an acquaintance of one of the applicants for the office admin vacancy.

103. Minutes of the previous meetings
a) Clir Bennett proposed that the minutes of the meeting of 6 August 2025 be approved as a correct record of the
meeting. Seconded by Clir Burnell. Agreed. The minutes were duly signed.

104. Matters arising
All matters either actioned or agenda items.

105. Public Participation
None for this meeting.

106. County Council Matters

a) Clir Marshall updated the meeting regarding proposals for the new unitary model. On 12™ September business cases
will be published, regarding a choice of two models of unitary authority, along with each council’s preference.
Government will go out to consultation around November, with a decision being made in March 2026. Local
Government challenges are unlikely to be resolved, especially within the planned timescale. The restructuring process
will cost approximately £60m, which will be funded entirely by the local authorities impacted; loans can be taken out to



cover the costs, however that will come with risk.

WSCC has undertaken collaborative work with other Councils, however, Brighton & Hove City Council (already a unitary
authority) has put forward their own proposal, which does not meet the threshold of the minimum population number,
and may confuse members of the public.

Unitary elections will take place in May 2027. Currently within the area there are approximately 358 Councillors; a single
unitary would have 90 Councillors, a two unitary model would have 70 plus 70 Councillors. The new unitary will sit as a
‘shadow’ unitary until May 2028, when it will take over from the current District and Borough Councils. Council
taxpayers will meet the funding gap. Parish Councils will understand where they sit once the unitary authority has been
decided and the elections take place in May 2027. Regarding Council tax harmonisation, currently HDC is one of the
lowest and the cost will be set to rise, the difference currently being in the region of £170 per annum on a Band D
property. Councillors thanked ClIr Paul Marshall for his update.

107. District Council Matters

a) ClIr Joan Grech reported on two recent planning decisions. Clir Fisher had worked with residents in the Melton Drive
area and will be liaising with developers to understand if plans can be made more acceptable. The Bax Close proposal
was refused, however, an appeal is anticipated, mindful that HDC does not have a five-year land supply. District
Councillors have asked for any appeal to be heard in public, in order to allow for representations.

HDC will be holding an extraordinary meeting on 24" September to discuss the business case for government
reorganisation.

Clirs Marshall (WSCC) and Grech (HDC) left the meeting at 7.04pm.

108. Wardens Report to Full Council

a) Councillors noted the Wardens’ Report for August 2025, and especially wished to congratulate Warden Chris Poore
on an extremely successful, and well-attended, Wardens' Fun Day.

109. Referrals and recommendations from Committees:

a) F&G:

i. The Finance & Governance Committee made recommendation to Full Council regarding the acceptance of quotes
associated with Leisure Hub proposal (combined value exceeding £5k).

Clir Aitkenhead proposed that the quotes be accepted. Seconded by Clir Mills. Agreed.

ii. Clir Loney reminded Committees to consider budgets for 26/27 including discretionary projects.

iii. The Finance & Governance Committee made recommendation to Full Council regarding the adoption of a S&SPC
Financial Policy which would be more meaningful to the general public, outlining the general processes.

Clir Castle proposed that the above policy be adopted. Seconded by Clir Cramer Agreed.

b) R&P:

i. Clir Loney reported on the Recreation & Wellbeing Hub Scheme CIL application progress, and also outlined a potential
stand-alone Cricket Pavilion project, in the event that the Hub CIL bid was not successful.

Going forward, the Leisure Centre would be pleased to take on the responsibility of managing the Football Pavilion,
granting a sub-lease to the Football Club, which could provide badly-needed additional space.

Until the outcome of the CIL bid is known, no further discussions will take place.

c) ICE:

i. Cllr Hicks reported that following investigation, Aubergine stood out above other providers as understanding the
needs of Parish Councils in terms of websites, while also representing best value for money. Allowing for a maximum
budget of £2,000, Clir Hicks proposed that Full Council agree to signing a letter of engagement with Aubergine.
Seconded by Clir Loney. Agreed. (Actual expenditure to be agreed by ICE 17t Sept).

ii. Cllr Loney reported on the poor state of the Memorial Pond - a structural engineer’s quote has been requested.



110. Hall hire charges review
a) Following comparison with other similar village halls, the Finance & Governance Committee made recommendation
to Full Council to increase charges by 15% increase, with a consideration for special cases (not-for-profits, and those

providing learning and activities for children). Clir Sadler proposed that the increase in charges be approved.
Seconded by Clir Meadows. Agreed.

111. NDP Steering Group update

a) ClIr Aitkenhead reported that despite the setbacks, including HDC's plan being halted, following the advice of the
Parish Council's consultant, the opinion of the NDP Steering Group is that they should continue with the intention of
concluding the S&SPC revised Neighbourhood Plan. The Working Group will report back with recommendations in due
course to both the Planning Committee and then Full Council.

112. Devolution preparation

a) Councillors had received a copy of the HDC Asset Transfer Policy and noted the criteria and process for the transfer of
assets to Parish Councils. To be discussed further at the next Devolution Working Group meeting.

b) Councillors noted the Asset List provided by HDC.

113. External Auditor Report

a) Councillors noted the External Auditor's Report for the period 24/25 (AGAR p6 - no recommendations).
b) Councillors noted that the Conclusion of Audit Notice has been posted (28.08.25).

¢) Councillors noted the External Auditor's Certificate/letter.

114. Terms of Reference

a) Following a review by each individual committee ClIr Loney proposed that the Committee Terms of Reference be
adopted. Seconded by Clir Cramer. Agreed.

115. Recording of meetings and posting to website — Councillors to consider and agree
a) Following discussion regarding the need for investment in additional technology, Councillors agreed in principle to
the recording of meetings. A trial will be undertaken at a Committee Meeting.

116. Chair's Announcements and items for the next agenda

a) By-election - 4" September — update - For clarification it was confirmed that it is not the Parish Council who have
called the by-election, or imposed the cost of £15k. A by-election was requested by a member of the public; HDC
manage the process and pass on the costs to Storrington & Sullington Parish Council. When results are known, they will
be circulated to Councillors and posted on the website and noticeboards.

b) Item for the next Agenda - Safeguarding Policy — Councillors to consider and agree.

¢) Parish Council remote meetings — Councillors to consider and agree in advance of changes in legislation/regulation.

117. Date of next meeting — 15 October 2025

CONFIDENTIAL SESSION - the Chair proposed, under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, and in
accordance with Standing Orders 3 (d), to exclude the press and public on the grounds that the confidential matters to
be discussed under item 118 below would be prejudicial in the public interest.

The member of the public left the meeting.

118. Employment matters

a) Following interviews and recommendation from the Clerks and ClIr Hicks, Clir Cramer proposed that the appointment
of an Admin Assistant be approved. Seconded by Clir Burnell. Agreed.

The meeting closed at 8.03pm
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Chair

ACTION LIST - FULL COUNCIL - 03.09.25:

Ref: ACTION Whom
109 a) | Finance Policy — post to website Clerk
110 a) | Revised hall hire charges to be implemented from 01.11.25 - letters to be sent to hirers | Asst Clerk
along with updated T&C's.
114 a) | Post ToR to website Clerk
115 a) | Investigate technology JL/MC
Trial at Committee meeting Clerk
116 a) | Item for the next agenda — Safeguarding Policy Clerk
116 ¢) | Changes in legislation / regulation re remote meetings — investigate and draft policy. Clerk




